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WITHER BOUND, YOUTH? 


“Behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it.’’—Revelation 3:8 


To Face 1939 With Chaist 
Requires 


A personal experience of His saving power. 
A conscience, quick to resent wrong and alive to the right. 


_ Convictions that are rooted in God's will and steady in the 
face of opposition. 


Conduct motivated by the desire to apply Christianity to 
every phase of life. 
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FASCINATING STORIES FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


Green Timber 


By Esthec M. Hunt 


A story that will hold the interest of young and old. Action, 
hardships met and overcome, characters such as we all meet in 
everyday life doing the chores of everyday life, high moral tone— 
all these we find in this story that won the second prize in the 
John Rung Prize Contest. 

Mrs. Hunt depicts life in Home Mission work in the wood- 
lands of the Northwest. Olaf, a Norseman of our western prairies, 
dedicated by his dying mother to the ministry, fulfills her wish by 
studying and preparing himself for that work: Finding no Church 
available, he goes to the woods and there finds his people and his 
work, In spite of opposition and in spite of the natural rigors and 
disasters of the woodland country, he organizes a congregation, 
works in it, with it, and for it, and comes through victorious. 
Alone? O, No! Charming Ebba Maj is by his side from the time 
of his departure from the prairies, and her boosting and her cour- 
age and her endless, untiring help do much to make the work a 
success, and their dreams come true. As “green timber’ Olaf and 
Ebba went to Green Timber, but they are ‘‘well seasoned” by their 
experiences. 


A Home Mission Siory?. Yes, and 
an Excellent One 
Read It and See for Yourself 


Price, 75 Cents 


Huge ot the lade 


By Julius F. Seebach 


A bright-eyed apprentice and a flashing printér’s blade; a 
great Reformer in a merry group of children; students chanting 
around a bonfire; a famous painter who asked to go to prison; 
valiant deeds on the walls of a beleaguered city; a hero-king and 
a singing sword—these are some of the vivid pictures that greet 
us in its pages. Through it all run the mighty words, “For Truth 
and Freedom’’; for these are real events, told in a setting of lively 
fiction, and our best liberties are linked with that story. 


Price, $1.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


860 N. Wabash Avenue 219 Sixth Street 
Chicago Pittsburgh 


1617 Sumter Street 
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What have we to fear. 
God is all sufficient for the coming year. 
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Evangelism In The Luther Léague 


(By Rey. F. 
N many discussions of Evangelism, whether the 
group has been large or small, the most notice- 
able factor has been that so few really under- 

stand the meaning of the word which gives character 

to our discussion today. 

Let us take a few moments to discuss the word 
itself, and so establish a groundwork of common under- 
standing, that our ideas and applications may be con- 
sistent. 

First: The part of our word will indicate 
that this word falls in a class, shall we say, with Luther- 
anism, Buddhism, Mohammedanism, etc. We know the 
“ism” part is to indicate adherence to, and teaching of 
the system of morals and faith proclaimed by Luther, 
Buddha, Mohammed, etc. 

Therefore: Evangelism can only mean adherence to 
and teachings of the morals and faith of the Evangel. 

Now, this word Evangel is made 
up of two Greek words—Eu, mean- 
ing well, or good, and Angelia, which 
means message, tidings or news. 
When the two words are drawn to- 
gether they mean a good message, 
good tidings, or good news. 

To digress slightly. If we. call 
for a fuller development of the Greek 
word Angelia, we will find the word 
Angelos, from which our word angel 
comes, and which means far more 
than we sometimes realize as we use 
that word in our Christian activities. 
An angel is a messenger or an envoy 
—one who sent to make 
nouncement. or proclamation. 

Again putting the prefix Eu to 
this word, and in Greek we will have 
Euangelistas, from which word we 
secure in our native tongue, the word 
Evangelist—one who is sent to make 
an announcement of something good 
—one who proclaims the good news. 

Saint Paul, in his letter to the 
Romas (1:16) said in a rather em- 
phatic manner, “I am ready to preach the gospel (eu) 
to you that are at Rome, also, for I am not ashamed 
of the gospel (eu) of Christ; for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth.” 


Saisie 
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Here we find that the evangel is nothing other than 
the gospel (the good news proclaimed) of Christ; and 
that this evangel has a special and peculiar power— 
that of supplying salvation to every one who believeth. 

Paul goes on: “For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
just shall live by faith.” Here we have almost a com- 
plete view of the content of the evangels; it reveals the 
rghteousness of God and the further fact that for those 
who have faith in this revelation God has assured (not 
insured) their life. In the opening remarks I stated that 
“ism” indicated both adherence to, and teaching of the 


the 
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system of morals and faith proclaimed by—in this case 


the Luther League, which unquestionably adheres to and 
teaches the standards accepted by the Lutheran Church. 
We must consider evangelism from both points of view: 
adherence and teaching. 

There is nothing unusual required. No special prep- 
aration or approach. No indoctrination of intended “vic- 
tims.” And, best of all, there is no necessity for pre- 
paring any special set-up within the organization, for 
the Luther League has been wisely established and 
sanely developed. We already have everything that is 
necessary, and in many cases the spirit and desire is 
present as well, with the only drawback an apprehensive 
desire for “better leaders” or someone to show us how. 

As we review the Luther League set-up we find 
three great departments: Education, Missionary, and 
Life Service. With reasonable intelligence, such as all 
Leaguers possess, and even less than 
most of them have, these three de- 
partments can be made to play such 
an-important part in Evangelism that 
the very spirit of the early ages can 
be developed; the willingness to 
martyrdom, not in actual physical 
death, but in the putting aside of 
other desires and requirements. of 
life, that the adherence to Christ and 
His Gospel might have precedence 
over all other forms. In. the educa- 
tional department we have our prime 
inspiration from Jesus Himself, who 
said (Matthew 28:19. 20): “Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations . Q 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
and it seems that if in some educa- 
tional departments they stop reading 
there; so many have overlooked the 
importance of the remaining words 
“and lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” Adher- 
ence would here require the placing 
of the last first. We must believe 
and have faith that Jesus meant just what He said, and 
when we go into our educational programs it must be 
in the faith that Jesus will bless our sincere effort. This 
applies to the leader who more often is afraid of the 
criticism which will be offered by other Leaguers. The 
Evangelism comes right home at this point; if we be- 
lieve and have faith in the teachings of Christ, we will 
fearlessly enter into our responsibilities, knowing Christ 
will not allow us to enter into serious error, and that, 
in teaching what Christ has taught we have no need to 
be ashamed, for as we adhere to His teachings they 
must be good news to all who hear, and one who criti- 
cizes good news is to be prayed for, not feared. 


Adherence will keep our educational topics within 
the field of religious matters, and will as surely center 
in Jesus Christ, and man’s salvation, as did every effort 
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of Jesus center in doing the will of Him who sent Him. 
On the other hand we have the other form of ad- 
herence; that of adhering to the morals and teachings 
set forth by Jesus Christ. This adhering, in everyday 
life; this dévelopment of actual Christian character is 
a stronger educational evangelism than many of you 
younger folks can possibly understand—and in many 
cases a casual or indifferent adherence may continue 
until such time as irreparable damage is done to one’s 
character, or opportunities for the future. These morals 
of the Christian call for an undying trust in God, when 
things fail to go right as well as when everything goes 
right. They call for further development of our own 
prayer life, both in praying for things necessary in our 
own life and in the lives of others. 

Adhering requires the development of the art of 
forgiveness and of putting a charitable construction on 
the acts of others, rather than the quick and ready 
condemnation of others, and constant fault-finding. 

We cannot Evangelize—spread good news—teach 
the morals and standards of the Christ until we develop 
these traits within ourselves—for one cannot give what 
he has not. 

On this truth hangs the second division of the Edu- 
cational department—we must attend, not only as 
teachers, but to be taught; for if we cannot learn and 
develop the many factors which tend toward righteous- 
ness—and we cannot if we do not learn about them, 
and how to handle them, we most certainly cannot go 
into the field of evangelism. If we have not experienced 
our own sin, shed penitent tears, prayed fervently for 
forgiveness, and felt the sure and certain fact that we 
have been forgiven; if we have not tasted of the love 
of God in our lives; if we have not had that exciting ex- 
perience of receiving an actual answer to prayer; how 
can we, I ask you, bring any convincing arguments to 
bear on others? How can we make them feel the cer- 
tainty of Christ as their Saviour if there is no feeling 
and sincerity in our own voice and life? 

Of a truth, before we can have evangelism in the 
Luther League we must have Evangelists—and before 
we have Evangelists, we must have those who are will- 
ing to come and be taught, for they cannot deliver 
any message—no messenger can deliver a message until 
he has first received it. 

The Educational Department is dedicated to an in- 
struction of the program of our Church, which in its 
fullness carries the whole message of good tidings— 
of God’s love for man; it further gives the youth an 
opportunity for self-expression and for training in de- 
livering “the message.” In this department we find the 
foundation for the entire program of evangelism within 
the Luther League. 

True evangelism is never selfish. Christ said (Mark 
16:16), “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
unto every creature.” 

The Missionary Department of the League provides 
instruction in the modes of living in other parts of the 
world. It will point out the fallacies and short-comings 
of the religions other than that of The Christ. It will 
show how millions of people who have souls, the same 
as you and I, are born and die without ever having the 
opportunity of hearing the “Good News” that Jesus 
came to earth and died on the Cross, and was raised 
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from the dead, that all men might be saved. This de- 
partment gives us the opportunity to support by prayers 
as well as financially, the work of the valiant souls who 
have courageously gone into strange lands to 
learn the habits and the language of the people, that 
they might be messengers of the Good Tidings and 
bring the gospel as a real power for salvation to those 
who would otherwise be denied this real and everlasting 
blessing. 


these 


Adhering to the highest morals we who cannot be 
the actual messengers, will at least support the mes- 
sengers, and tell others of their work; that these others 
might also help. 

The Missionary Department does 
those in far lands alone. It deals with any to whom 
we must send the word. It deals with those smaller 
groups in this country who are organized by the Home 
Mission Board. They visit the youth of these congre- 
gations and bring them the good news that there is a 
place in the work of the Church for them; they set up 
Luther Leagues; they teach them how to conduct their 
meetings; they insist on the value of the educational 
and other programs and see that the new groups adopt 
them; this is an important work in the field of evangel- 
ism. 

Possessed by the Missionary spirit, the local Luther 
League will not be satisfied until they have all the 
available young folks of their congregation in their or- 
ganization. This, however, is not the limit of their 
scope; there are many boys and girls, class mates, 
school mates, office workers, etc., who have no Church 
connection whatever; these also must hear the good 
news about Christ--these, too, must be brought into 
the Church—introduced to the pastor—gotten into other 
activities, the Sunday School, the congregation, the 
catechetical class, etc., but if the gospel of Christ is 
really good news to you, and you are not ashamed of it, 
you will pray for, and personally approach all such 
friends—make sure it is not for the sake of “joining” 
the League or the Church; but rather for the purpose 
of “hearing the Good News Christ has for you.” 

The Missionary Department sends groups out to 
assist in the services in various institutions. Do you 
realize this is a powerful stroke of evangelism? When 
the inmates, or guests see the splendid spirit and ap- 
parent faith and sincerity of a group of fine looking 
young people that will, in some cases, put the message 
across as effectively as the sermon or lecture that ac- 
companies the service. They bring joy by their singing; 
they create a feeling of happiness by their congenial 
Christian fellowship with these people after the service— 
and are these not all attributes of the actual message 
and life of the Christ? Truly, the Missionary Depart- 
ment, when fully supported, and rightly used, is the 
powerful manifesting of a program of evangelism. It 
does something to those who participate; they see, in 
some cases, the helplessness of others who know not 
Christ; and the hopelessness of such a case is beyond 
question; this has the effect of increasing appreciation 
of Christ and what He means to the individual. On the 
other hand when observations are made of Christian 
Groups, whatever their age or their physical condition 
might be, the Leaguer absorbs some of their mellowed 
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MUD HUTS IN AFRICA 


(EVELYN Z. PARKER) 


F what do you think when Liberia is mentioned: 

Almost invariably the answer is mud huts. The 

thing that seems to typify Liberia most is just 
what the country is trying to get away from, that mud- 
hut stage, and it is succeeding. 

The most primitive type of hut is still predominant 
in the hinterland. It is the single roomed round one. 
Poles of two to eight inches in diamenter are set in the 
ground in a circle whose diameter is about twelve feet. 
Gray mud is plastered to the poles and covers them. 
The hut is bare inside with the exception of a pounded 
mud bench which is covered with a grass mat and used 
for the bed. The door, the only opening in the hut, is 
of bamboo. The cone shape roof is of palm thatch. On 
the very top is a black clay country pot upside down. 
It is there to keep out the rain. 


Native Huts in the Town of Yella, Liberia, Africa 


The improvement over this hut is the few roomed 
square mud house The materials used are the same, 
but the straight walls are smooth, and there are windows 
and doors. The windows have wooden shutters that 
swing outwards, and the doors are of heavy, rough 
plank. The roof has a comb of bamboo to hold down 
the upper thatch. There is a room for cooking in this 
type of house so that the family’s meals need not be 
prepared over an open fire in the middle of the floor. 
as is done in the one roomed hut. 

At our most inland station at Zorzor (pronounced 
Zawzaw), the missionaries live in large mud dwellings 
with thatched The one I picture now is the 
minister‘s home. It is oblong with nine rooms, not 
counting the kitchen which is separate from the house, 
a large piazza, and a cat walk which encircles the build- 
ing. Three of the rooms have fire places made of 
pounded mud. Each room has its doors of rough, un- 
painted plank on hinges and its windows which are 
merely not-too-symmetrical frames with screening. The 
floors are of plain gray mud with a mixture of cow dung 
for hardening. These the missionaries cover with soft 
grass mats. The inside walls are white with chalk from 
a nearby pit. The outside walls are gray like the floors. 
To the ceiling rafters are tied grass mats held secure 
by strips of bamboo. Above these mats is the abode 
of roaches, bats, bugs, spiders, and rive 


roofs. 


what-not. 


thatch above them is the abode of small birds. Some 
of the furniture in this mud house is made by the mis- 
sion carpenter and is a crude replica of what you use in 
your homes. Other pieces, such as beds, are imported. 
APrhe glorified mud hut is the mission president’s 
residence, called Neibel Bungalow, at the Main Station. 


Missionaries’ Home i ; 
Neibel Bungalow at the Main Station, Liberia, Africa 


Mr. Miller our former and deceased mission builder, 
built it. It is a pise de terre (rammed mud) covered 
with a cement stucco on the outside and smooth cement 
on the inside. The floors are of polished wood. The 
windows have panes. There are running water, electric 
light fixtures (no longer used because of the expense), 
and a telephone (out of commission at present because 
the lightning struck it lately). The roof of zine over 
boards shelters a nice, clean attic. A beautiful cement 
fireplace adds warmth during the cold rainy season. 
Almost any one would be proud to have a home in the 
United States like Neibel Bungalow. It is the nicest 
home in our mission, and yet it is a mud hut. 

—THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


A LIVING FAITH 


To find Thee when I turn my thoughts toward Heaven, 
Kneeling and alone with Thee in prayer,, 


So that I may be daily filled with strength, ‘ 
For every burden Thou wilt help me bear. 


To find Thee in my daily work that it may be 


In all the joy, the interest and the care, : 


Worthy the blessing on a task I love; 
For then I’ll know that I have found Thee there. 


To find that when Thy presence fills a task, 
The most unpleasant duty can be sweet; 


Through sacrifice of other pleasures then, 
For loving faithful service I’d be meet. 


To talk with Thee so that the harmony of life, 
Be ever tuned with such communion rare, 


That_every glad refrain and sorrowing strain, 
Bespeak the untold influence of prayer. 


To shine for Thee and make the world grow brighter, 
Wherever wrong can be dispelled by right, 


And then whenever others seek the source, 
Of ever-present, never-failing Light, 


My greatest joy to tell them of Thy love, 


Thy guidance and hy care— 


This is the diving faith which I desire, 
And this—my prayer. —SHIRLEY B. WATT 
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OUR LUTHER LEAGUE MISSIONARY LIGHTS 


(By MILDRED GARTELMANN) 


This program calls for eight speakers and a soloist, 
duet or quartet, although the hymns may be sung by 
the audience if typed or mimeographed. 

The speakers carry an unlighted candle and after 
he finishes speaking, this candle is lit from the candle 
representing Christ and is then placed in the candelabra. 
The candle representing Christ should stand higher than 
the others. It will be necessary for the first speaker to 
light this candle. 

The hymns are from the Common Service Book. 
The last hymn may be sung by the audience as a hymn 
of consecration. If this is done and the rest of the 
program sung by a soloist, etc., be sure to announce it 
before the service begins. 

First, amid the confusion and spiritual darkness of 
the world today, down through the ages comes to us the 
voice of Simeon as he took the Babe of Bethlehem into 
his arms and said of it: “A light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

As we grope around in a dark room, how welcome 
is an earthly light, and how much more welcome is 
Christ, the Light of the world, as He enters the places 
of the earth lying in Spiritual darkness. 

The candle we now light represents Christ, the 
Light of the World. 

“Holy and blessed Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might, 
Boundless as ocean’s tide 
Rolling in fullest pride 

Through the earth, far and wide, 
Let there be light!” 

Second. As Christians we have received this light, 
and in order to place the responsibility of passing it on 
upon one person, our League program calls for a Mis- 
sionary Secretary. 

Christ, in speaking to the multitude, said, “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
Our Missionary Secretaries take from the light of Christ 
and by doing their share add another bright spot in the 
darkness of the world. 

Hymn No. 212, Verse 6: 

“© fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o’erflow 

In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.” 

Third. Chaos and darkness vanish before order. 
St. Paul admonishes the Corinthians to “Let all things 
be done decently and in order.” Regularity also helps 
to preserve order, therefore, once each month our mis- 
sionary programs help us to light another candle to shed 
forth its light from Christ. 

Hymn No. 222, Verse 3: 

“Be darkness at Thy coming light 
Confusion, order, in Thy path; 

Souls without strength inspire with might; 
Bid mercy triumph over wrath.” 

Fourth. Again we hear the words of Jesus as He 
said, “Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto 


the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an 
householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure 
things new and old.’ Our supplementary missionary 
literature brings to us things new and old and as we 
use it another bright spot from Christ appears in the world. 

Hymn No. 235, Verse 1: 

“Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

We hear Thy voice, O Son of Man.” 

Fifth, As Christians we seek knowledge of those 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, for there lies 
our interest. Christ said, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” In our mission study class we seek 
the light of interest in the extension of Christ’s King- 
dom, and as we study through our interest more light 
appears. 

Hymn No. 212, Verse 1: 

“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 

As Thou has sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and lone.” 

Sixth. St. Paul wrote to Timothy, “Study to show 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” As 
every member in our League reads one Missionary book 
a year, he brings a spiritual light into his own soul, 

Hymn No. 212, Verse 4: 

“O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 

The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart.” 

Seventh. Hear again the words of Christ as He 
speaks to the disciples: “Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give.”’ By our gifts in our Missionary 
offerings, we do all this and more and we light another 
candle to throw its rays across the darkness of the 
world. 

Hymn No. 387, Verse 1: 

“We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whatever the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.” 

Eighth. Again Christ calls, “No man, when he hath 
lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it 
under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, that they 
which enter in many see the light.” By holding one 
Public Missionary program once a year we set our 
candles where all may see. 

Hymn No. 365, Verse 3: 

“T heard the voice of Jesus say; 

‘I am this dark world’s Light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright.’ 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

In Him my Star, my Sun; 

And in that Light of life I’ll walk, 
Till traveling days are done.” 
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A Werth-while Missionary Project =For Missionary Cectetaries 


MISSIONS 


The world is coming to be one neighborhood 
as it never was before. It is knit together in @ 
network of cables and postal lines; connected by 
steamship and air-craft routes; welded together 
through inter-dependence in the exchange of mer- 
chandise and of common knowledge. Net, with 
all this, nations are steeled apart by distrust, 
crouching in suspicion, and armed for self-defense, 
becauce of universal selfishness. 

Christian Missions have done much, however, 
to bring about mutual understanding and con- 
fidence. The personality and message of the Christ 
are finding lodgment in the hearts of many peoples. 
Nevertheless, there is much yet to be done. 

—Do we know what people of other nations are 
thinking today? 

—Are we aware of conditions that prevail in other 
countries? 

—Do we appreciate the culture and spiritual devel- 
opment of other peoples? 

—What are the opportunities for missionary work 
at home? 

—Are we convinced that “Christ’’ is the solution 
for all? 

A path of friendly acquaintance needs to be 
constructed over which the “Go Ye Into All the 
World” may be carried out through the investment 
of Money, of Prayer, and of unselfish Service. 

“The world stands out on either side 

No wider than the heart is wide; 

Above the world is stretched the sky, 

No higher than the soul is high. 

The heart can push the sea and land 

Farther away on either hand; 

The soul can split the sky in two 

And let the face of God shine through. 

But East and West will pinch the heart 

That cannot keep them pushed apart; 

And he whose soul is flat—the sky 

Will cave in on him by and by. 

—Edna St. Vincent Millay 
Me a rae I er ll 


Mission Study 
The one essential element so far as the Luther 
League is concerned is to enlist young men as well as 
yyoung women in sharing in missionary interests. In our 
Mission Study Classes we enlist the young men and 
young women in the study of missions. 


Reasons for a Study of Missions 

The missionary spirit is an essential in a well- 
rounded Christian character. The missionary enterprise 
depends upon intelligence of the Church in action. 
Knowledge of world conditions, needs and opportunities 
supplies the motives for missionary activity. Horizons 
of life are broadened and the number of worthy in- 
terests increased. 


It reveals the significance of current events and their 
relation to the kingdom. It shows the great things which 
God has accomplished and stimulates faith. It develops 
prayer life through facing overwhelming problems and 
‘the experience of answered prayer. It brings a new 
realization of the value of Jesus Christ in life. It forces 
ithe student to a clear statement of individual belief as 
ito the essential truths of Christianity. 


To many a life it gives “a great objective,” essential 
to the richest and most effective living. 

What, then, is the program? Every Luther League 
which aims to provide missionary education for its 
members should plan to study the current mission study 
books for young people and Intermediates for 1939. 
They are the books prepared especially for young men 
and young women in our Protestant Churches through- 
out America. All the books are listed in our Luther 
League Reading Course. We earnestly hope that every 
Luther Leaguer will read both books within the next 
six months or study the books with other Leaguers in 
an organized study group. 

The Books are: 


Senior League 

“City Shadows,” by Robert W. Searle. This book 
presents the actual situations that Dr. Searle has met 
in his own wide experience in city Church work. Manual 
for Leaders: “A Course for Seniors on the Church in 
the City’—Donald Gordon Stewart. 

“Dinabandhu,” by Ruth I. Seabury. The treatment 
of this book covers the geography and history of India, 
home life, rural conditions, education, national move- 
ments, the Church in India, and the work of missions. 
Manual for Leader: “A Course on India for Young 
People and Seniors’—Sue Weddell. 


Intermediate League 

“Freedom,” by Welthy Honsinger Fisher. A delight- 
ful story of two young students, a brother and sister 
belonging to a high-caste Hindu family, and their con- 
tact with the new forces of nationalism and Christianity 
that are working revolutionary changes in India society 
today. 

“The Star of India,” by Isabel Brown Rose. This 
book conveys a rather good idea of the nature life of 
India and shows how Christianity is spreading among 
India’s peoples. Manual for Leader: “A Course for In- 
termediates on India’—Grace McGavran. 

The Missionary Secretary should be responsible for 
gathering the group together and deciding on the Leader, 
text book, time, and publicity in cooperation with the 
group assembled, 

The Leader 

It is evident that different qualifications will be 
necessary for leaders under different plans. If local 
leaders can be found, it is often better than to bring 
someone in from the outside who will not be there to 
follow up the interest aroused. The following are some 
of the general points which should be kept in mind in 
selecting a leader: 

A familiarity with the subject or willingness to work 

ahead of the class. 

A contagion of enthusiasm and vital interest in the 
subject. 

Genuine Christian Character commanding the re- 
spect of all. 

Ability to make other people feel at ease and will- 
ing to share in the discussion and to make as- 
signments, 

Purposefulness, tact, sincerity, and a sense of humor. 
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The Text Book 

Before making a decision regarding a text book, 
secure the new leaflet giving the current study books. 
We recommend the above books for your study this 
year. 

The Time 

The study period may be of six sessions crowded 
into a week by starting Sunday afternoon and continuing 
through the next five evenings or they may be spread 
out over six weeks or even six months. The more in- 
tensive methods, however, are more likely to 
through with the enthusiasm of the group. 


Carry 


Promotion and Publicity 

All the young people of the congregation should be 
invited to join in this enterprise. 

A good title would be “The Youth 
Missions.” 

Any Church-night plan which combines a fellow- 
ship supper, a general assembly period and classes for 
groups of different ages, would be a good time to have 
such a mission school or class. 

Be generous with posters, announcements, and per- 
sonal invitations. Make arrangements for enrollment 
records. The feature meeting as the closing session may 
be a Life Service message, or an appeal for greater 
loyalty to Christ and the Church, 


School of 


EVANGELISM IN THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
(Continued from Page 3) 
Christian Character; it makes the Good News mean 
more and acts as an additional spur to share it with 
others, that they, too, might enjoy fellowship with 
Christ as does the group observed. 


Again I repeat, to be true Evangelists, the mission- 
ary group must not only spread the Good News, but 
they must act and live the life of righteousness they 
would teach, for teaching, without adherence, is not 
evangelism. 

Finally, the Life Service Department, who find their 
inspiration in Luke 4:43, where Christ says to those who 
would have Him stay with them: “I must preach the 
Kingdom of God to other cities also; for therefore am 
Sen ine 

At no time, in any phase of a program of evangel- 
ism, is there other than a secondary excuse for pushing 
Church or oganization to the front; the message of the 
Evangelist is the one which he received; one to which 
he adheres, and one which he teaches—and that mes- 
sage is: “The Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; for 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith.” 


ne ee 
EPIPHANY SEASON 
is the time for special emphasis on 
Foreign Missions 
for information, write 
The Lutheran Foreign Mission Board 
18 E. Mt. Vernon Place 


Baltimore, Md. 


ATTENDING A BOY SCOUT CONVENTION 


Rev. R. J. Wolf 
HERE is no more appropriate way of beginning 
a convention than around a table filled with good 


That’s how the 18th Annual Meet- 
ing of Region Three, Boy Scouts of America, wa 


things to eat. 
begun 
in Hotel Alexander, Hagerstown, Maryland, on Friday, 
October 21, at noon. 

than 300 Minion (CAML 
Just a word about these men. Some of them were paid 


More men answered the 
Scout officials, but the majority were Scoutmasters, or 
other volunteers connected in some way to the or- 
ganization. It is to the everlasting glory of scouting that 
sO many men of character are giving freely and un- 
selfishly to the cause of boy-living and boy-lifting. These 
men come from the professions, from the business world 
and from the farm—representative of all walks of life. 
They are busy men, but their chief business concerns 
the boy. 
Region Three 

The Boy Scouts of America operates through twelve 
Regions in this country. Region Three takes in Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, District of 
Columbia, and parts of North Carolina and West Vir- 
ginia. Is there any wonder food was served at the start 


of things to those coming such long distances? 


At the Luncheon 

After the usual formalities and introductions of a 
luncheon-meeting the first speaker to be introduced was 
Judge T. L. Hoban, Scranton, Pa. Judge Hoban spoke 
on “Youth’s American Heritage.” It was a speech born 
out of years of experience in dealing with bcys and 
youth in the Juvenile Courts. The Judge began his 
speech with this significant statement, ““The Constitu- 
tion of the United States provides, but it doesnt be- 
queath a single thing to anybody. It makes possible 
‘Three Freedoms’,”’ said he, ‘‘and the adolescent has a 
right to live unhampered lives them.” These 

three ‘freedoms’ the Judge pointed out are: 
“1. Right to worship God as the boy sees fit, but 
the boy’s conception of God and the extent of 
elders. 


within 


his worship must be solidified by his 
Ninety-five per cent of boys coming before me 
are deprived of proper paternal example. Here 
is where you men come in! What a satisfac- 
tion it is to feel that you have guided youth 
into worthwhile living and work. 

“2. Education—the freedom of an inquiring mind. 

“3. Freedom of Opportunity.” 

These are the freedoms youth in other lands are 
being denied. The Place of Scouting in the training of 
Boyhood is primarily that of conserving these freedoms, 
and of teaching the boy how to properly enjoy them. 

Another Address 

This time Dr. Ray O. Wyland, National Director 
of Education and Relationships, Boy Scouts of America, 
addressed us on the subject, “Scouting’s Opportunities 
Through Relationships.’ Here are some of the thoughts 
of Dr. Wyland as I was able to catch them: 

“The Boy Scouts of America does not own or 
operate a single Troop. There are 14,000 Protestant 
Troops, vs. 60,000 Protestant Churches without Troops. 
There are 1,500 Lutheran Troops and 12,000 Lutheran 


(Concluded on Page 12) 
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NEW JERSEY LEAGUERS 


noel Uan 


illuwe Memortal Tablet 


Rev. 13:14——‘‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. They have rest from their 


labors and their works do follow them.’ 


, 


by EUGENE H. KELCHNER, President, Luther League of New Jersey 


Francis Louis Van Gilluwe, 
founder and first President of 
the Luther League of New Jer- 
sey, had reached the patriarch- 
al age of 88, when on the 9th 
of April, 1937, he passed from 
his labor in the Church Mili- 
tant to rest in the Church Tri- 
umphant. He was an ardent 
advocate of organized work for 
the young people of our Luth- 
eran Church in America, and 
more particularly in the State 
of New Jersey. 

Little wonder then, that 
the Leaguers of the Garden 
State should wish to recognize 
his varied contributions as they 
did. A suitable floral offering 
in the form of a Luther League 
Emblem was arranged for the 
interment. A memorial Sery- 
ice and silent tribute was ob- 
served at the 1937 convention 


in New Brunswick. And a 
special committee, headed by 
Rev. Charles Krauth Fegley, 


was appointed to prepare for a 
permanent memorial to be | 
placed in the Lutheran Church 4 
of the Atonement at Asbury 
Park, New Jersey. 

It was in this Church, the “Mother Church” of 
the Luther League of New Jersey, on Sunday Evening, 
September 25th, that the Services for the Unveiling of 
a Memorial Tablet were held. Young people from every 
section of the State came pouring into Asbury Park 
almost as unceasingly as the waves roll up on the beach 
of the famous resort. It was in itself a high tribute of 
manifested loyalty that on Luther League Day, of all 
days, our Leaguers should turn from local interests to 
crowd a Church many miles away. And this Church of 
the Atonement, let it be said, is surely a fine credit to 
the fascinating garden spot of which it is a very real 
part. i 

Speaking to the great assembly, Rev. Adolph H. 
Holthusen, D.D., of New Brunswick, former President 
of Wagner College, brought a most inspiring and high- 
ly appropriate sermon message. His words, his very 
personality, shall long be remembered. 

The Eulogy was read by Rev. Gustavus H. Bech- 
told of Philadelphia, a former President of our State 
League, and who at one time served as Pastor to Mr. 


Van Gilluwe. It was in the 
nature of a very excellent and 
enlightening paper from the 
Hon. E. F. Eilert, of New 
York, another League pioneer 
who was a co-laborer with him 
whom we now honor. 

The actual presentation of 
the handsome bronze _ tablet 
was made by the President of 
the Luther League of New Jer- 
sey, Mr. Eugene H. Kelchner, 
aiter which it was unveiled by 
the family and formally accept- 
ed and dedicated by Pastor 
Carl H. Miller, of the host 
Church, Thus closed an unu- 
sually impressive and now very 
historic meeting. 

As Mrs. Emma Van Gillu- 
we expressed it in the family’s 
letter of appreciation, “The im- 
pression made on the young 
people present will go far to- 
ward inspiring them to ‘carry 
on!’—so his (Mr. Van Gillu- 
we’s vision of the future of the 
Luther League will become a 
reality.” 

Born in New York City on 
January 27, 1849, Francis Louis 
Van Gilluwe had the training 
of both a musician and a business man. He became an 
organist at the early age of fifteen and served in several 
New York Churches before removing to Ocean Grove 
and Asbury Park in 1886. He was one of the founders 
of Epiphany Church, New York City, and served it as 
organist, chorister, teacher and councilman. He was the 
organizer of the Church of the Atonement, Asbury Park, 
and was its organist for about thirty years. As a musi- 
cian he had the additional distinction of being the founder 
of public school orchestras in New Jersey. His interest 
in young people dates from the days of activity in Epiph- 
any Church and led him to have a share in organizing 
the Luther League of New York State, and in helping to 
draft the constitution for the Luther League of America 
at its organizational convention in Pittsburgh, October, 
31, 1895. His interest and activity never entirely ceased, in 
spite of his growing age, and New Jersey Leaguers can 
readily recall his participation in their Fortieth Anai- 
versary Celebration and Pilgrimage at Asbury Park in 
October of 1935. _His passing renews a challenge to all 
Leaguedom to “carry on!” to a Greater Luther Leaguel 
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The Intermediate Department 


TWO WORDS 


First Word: To Intermediate Leaders 


Dear Intermediates: 

This month’s message from the 4th floor (it used to 
be the 8th) of the Muhlenberg Building is directed 
more to the State and Synodical Intermediate Secre- 
taries than to the family of Intermediates in general. 
However, you all may read it. Maybe your name is 
somewhere in it, and nobody is so humble that he doesn’t 
like to read his name in print, particularly when it 
isn‘t in the Police news. 

I write nice long letters to my “helpers afield” 
several times a year, but for the want of other news 
to put into this month’s letter, I decided to address my- 
self to them herein and herewith, but notwithstanding, 
for I’m seated. If you didn’t laugh at that one, I don’t 
blame you. I have information for, from and about 
Intermediate Secretaries. So, hark ye! Help me! And 
rejoice—we! You can’t afford to laugh that one off. 


For “Ye” Intermediate Secretaries 

Many requests from afield are received at head- 
quarters for Intermediate literature; about how to or- 
ganize a group of teen-agers; how to keep them active, 
etc. We answer all letters personally and promptly. 
But we can’t answer all questions fully, although we 
do our best. There’s hardly a day passes without some- 
body asking in person or in writing for information and 
literature to organize an Intermediate Luther League. 
Before me I have 21 postal cards and letters from mail 
inquirers. Herewith I set down their names by States. 
Record yours, if any, and write them about state activi- 
ties and responsibilities; or if you have District helpers, 
inform them to get in touch with these people and en- 
courage the organization of Intermediate Leagues. 


The Twenty-one Seekers Are 


Miss Alberta Hertz 
1343 Fulton Ave. 
Bronx, N.Y. 


Rev. D. P. Rudisill 
Morgantown, N. C. 


Rev. W. T. Wilson 
Box 511 
Natrona Heights, Pa. 


Miss Garnet L. Zimmerman 
Re, Ja al 


Miss Viola Hansen 
550 W. California 
Pasadena, Cal. 


Miss Agnes Hoyer 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
2959 N. Kenneth Sq. 

Chicago, Ill. 


Rey. Robert T. Neve 
610 E. Main St. 
Portland, Ind. 


Miss Viola Bierbaum 
962 Eastern Parkway 
Louisville, Ky. 


*Miss Martha Haynes 
Rohersville, Md. 


Miss Geraldine Fitch 
5272 ‘Garland Ave. 
Detroit, Mich. 


Mr. J. T. Spitzengel 
3341 Bloom Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Rev. Alfred Weber 
Burton and Hamilton Aves. 
Hasbrouck Heights, N. J. 


Mr. Robert E. VanDeusen 
35 Livingston St. 
Rhinebeck, N. Y. 


Mr. Russell L. Krapf 
Vein Gaea 

13 State St. 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


*Since organized 


Mercersburg, Pas 


Mrs. Robert Montgomery 
Jerome, Pa. 


Mrs. N. D. Gosnell 
116 10th Ave.—Juniata 
Altoona, Pa. 


Rev. Donald R. Poole 
1116 Huron Ave. 
Renovo, Pa. 


Mrs. Alford Minzenmyer 
Route 1 
La Grange, Texas 


Rev. Roy T. Troutman 
Lexington, Va. 
Mrs. Henry Schneider 
Winchester, Va. 


Miss Florence Dutton 
143 High St. 
Morgantown, W. Va. 


Second Word: To Boy Scout Leaders 


The Intermediate “Quarterly Helps” is now 
Speaking for Itself to all Leaguers 
and Leaders 


Dear Readers of Me: 


_. With the January, 1939, issue I begin my 
“eighth year.’ I am getting to be quite an “it,” 
being neither a boy nor a girl. However, much 
I may think of myself, my Editor likes to knock 
the conceit out of me by reminding me that I’m 
still very young as publications go. Nevertheless, 
both my Editor and I think we deserve better 
treatment at the hands of those who use me. I 
don’t mean to infer that you handle me roughly. 
In fact, the rougher you handle me the better I 
like it. I’m disappointed when you don’t sit on 
me, or crumble me up, or tear the corners off me, 
or even make faces behind me. I rather enjoy 
such affectionate handling. I want you to “neck” 
me—and, oh! how nice it feels when you do that. 

What I dislike is to be always looking so 
nice and “pussy-prim” as on the day when you 
first laid hands on me. And I don’t like being 
“stored” away in some “dusty and musty” Church 
cupboard from one Sunday to another either. I 
want to be taken home after each meeting and 
read each day. I don’t care if you do roll me up 
and blow “spit-balls” through me at one another 
upon leaving the meeting. It’s “okey” by me, 
just so you get me home, and every night before 
going to bed, carefully and affectionately pick me 
up, then open me up at the Daily Bible Reading 
section and with your Bible open, too, let me 
talk to you about God’s truths; and God talk to 
you, and you to Him. Then after we three—God, 
you and me—have talked together I want to be 
tucked away for the night in the snug and warm 
bosom of the Bible, and from its pages “peep” 
across to your bedside to see you on your knees 
praving, “Dear Father, bless us and make us to 
be a blessing: my little Quarterly Helps and me. 
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.” 


Before I stop “chatting” with you I want to 
say a last word or two. I’ve been thinking for 
sometime that not enough of you use me. You 
know I started out my first year, like all babies 
do, in a big way. I grew, and grew and grew. 
Each quarter I was ordered in greater and greater 
numbers. Gosh, and how proud I felt with over 
eight thousand of you taking me into your arms 
during the fourth quarter. I guess I was so popu- 
lar that first year because I was free. Yes, they 
gave me away that first year. Since then, however, 
they put a price on my head—just a wee price, 
though, only 25 cents for four copies of me, and 
for less when you order me in quantities. Now, I 
didn’t like it from the very start of my second 
year that you began to drop me like a “hot potato” 
or something. To bring my “wail” to an end ’m 
going to put down some facts (although I am only 
a third-grader in school) to show you how I’m 
subscribed to, hoping that you will boost my sub- 
scriptions and get me out of the “red.” And you 
can do that if each League will order me in “bulk” 
lots so that each member can write “Mary” or 
“Bill” across my face and call me his own. Here, 
then, are my third-grader facts: 

104 Leagues subscribe to 1 copy of me 

51 Leagues subscribe to 2 copies of me 

18 Leagues subscribe to 3 copies of me 
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copies of me 
copies of me 
copies of me 
copies of me 
copies of me 


23 Leagues subscribe to 
9 Leagues subscribe to 
16 Leagues subscribe to 
1 League subscribes to 

1 League subscribes to 

5 Leagues subscribe to 10 copies of me 
8 Leagues subscribe to 12 copies of me 
7 Leagues subscribe to 15 copies of me 
4 
1 
7 
8 


ONDE 


Leagues subscribe to 18 copies of me 
League subscribes to 19 copies of me 
Leagues subscribe to 20 copies of me 
Leagues subscribe to 25 copies of me 

4 Leagues subscribe to 50 copies of me 


298 Leagues subscribe to 1985 copies of me 


From Virginia 

Miss Jessie Sellers, Intermediate Secretary for 
Virginia, did a remarkable piece of extension work in 
mailing out a letter to every local Senior Luther League 
President. The letter, in fact, is so convincing and sug- 
gestive with respect to similar use by all State and 
Synodical Intermediate Secretaries that I’m having it 
reprinted here in full, together with the pertinent ques- 
tionnaire Miss Sellers sent along with her letter. Here 
they are: 

The Letter 
New Market, Virginia 
October 24, 1938 
Dear Local President: 

Do you think your Synodical Intermediate Secretary 
has forgotten you? Well, she hasn’t. This letter comes 
to you as a person-to-person talk on your Intermediate 
problems in your congregation. What are you doing 
about your Intermediates (age 12-16)? Are you giving 
the teen-age youth a voice in the advancement of God’s 
Kingdom? 

All plans pertaining to the organization of an In- 
termediate League can be secured from the Intermediate 
Packet, if ordered from headquarters at Philadelphia, 
for the small sum of twenty-five cents. Why not order 
one now and organize your teen-agers so by Convention 
time next June, the Intermediate work can show a de- 
cided advance? 

Let me give you a few hints in preparation: 

1. Senior Leaguers feel the responsibility of your 
Intermediates—for the Intermediates of today will be 
the Seniors of tomorrow. 

2. Secure a person who enjoys work with teen-age 
—for the Superintendent. 

3. Put into effect at once the Sixteen Point Pro- 
gram. The Senior League has its Standard of Excel- 
lence, the Intermediates their Sixteen Point Program— 
the Seniors their Topics—the Intermediates their Quar- 
terly Helps. 

The Sixteen Point Program is not hard to follow 
and a whole year’s work can be formed around it, to 
keep the teen-age busy in the work of the Church, and 
the educational program of the Church. 

I hope you will take these matters up at your very 
next business meeting—talk it over with your pastor— 
and then fill in the enclosed blank and return it to me 
so that I might get the Intermediate work in line for 
the year of 1938-1939. I stand ready to help whenever 
and wherever I can be of assistance, so do not fail to 
call upon me. 
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Let us strive to make this one of the best Luther 
League years we have ever known, and this can be done 
if we keep before us the perfect example of Jesus, by 
which we can shape our lives—our endeavors, and our 
hopes for the advancement of God’s Kingdom. 

As the Intermediate Rally Hymn states: “Tempta- 
tions strong, beset our youthful army, The evil one his 
darts doth ’round us fling: Strong in the Lord, we'll 
ever prove victorious, When for our battle cry we ever 
sing.” 

League-ally yours, 
JESSIE SELLERS 


Synodical Intermediate Secretary 
The Questionnaire 


SYNODICAL INTERMEDIATE LUTHER LEAGUE 
INFORMATION 


Do you have an Intermediate Luther League? ........... 

li ecOmNamerOleSupDenulten Cl en =———————————————a——ee 

DaNCG C6 BO che) Mr eee ee ee ena rc 

ING, IWieiimlees (ACHE) sess: mactivie seen 

3. Have you ever had an Intermediate League, if none 
Dep EESC ING ase eee 

Naire ofeeastesupentntend ents see 

Livso, Names otestp enintend crits sees eens eee 

Address 

4. If no Intermediate League, is there an Intermediate 


Secretary (or Superintendent) in your Local League? 
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wn 
+ 
° 
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Name Address: 22752 aeeaes 
5. Name of Intermediate Conference Secretary 
Address 


7. If no Intermediate League at present, what prospects 
are there for one being organized? Answer fully. 
ou List yours eroblemspands Olesti orci een 
9. What time do you hold your Devotional Meetings, 
Place, tcre) eee ee eee 


Mailto eer go | rs 
Mrs. Jessie Sellers 
New Market, Va. 4 


From Allentown, Pa. 

This bit of District activity was written into the 
Allentown District Luther League, and deserves at- 
tention on the part of other leaders having a camp-site 
nearby to go to and do likewise. If not a camp-site, 
parks, zoos, Coney Islands, et al., will do—and for 
winter outings, too. 


Intermediates at Camp Hagan 

A most successful and delightful Lutheran *Teen- 
Agers Outing was held at Camp Hagan, Shawnee, Pa., 
on Saturday, June 18th, in spite of the fact that it 
was a postponed affair because of inclement weather on 
June 11th. 

Although the outing was sponsored by our District 
Intermediate Department, all teen-age boys and girls of 
Lutheran Churches within the Allentown Conference 
were invited to attend and Participate in the events, 
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The program included such activities that take place 
during a regular day at camp so as to acquaint the boys 
and girls with camp life and help them to better realize 
the benefits derived from camping, 


About a Faithful Worker 

When a person loses his right arm he has justifiable 
reason to complain. To lose a right arm not only hurts, 
but the loser is greatly handicapped without it. No, 
dear readers, I’m still possessing both my arms—and 
thanks for that because hunting season begins three 
days hence, and the “Wolf” will not only “catch” some 
bunnies, birds, squirrels, but he hopes to run down a 
bear. The arm he lost (I hope only temporarily) is a 
person, Sister Pearle Lyerly, who for many years, and 
prior to my incumbency, too, was the enthusiastic, 
capable and energetic Intermediate Secretary for New 
York state. Although assistant to the pastor in Advent 
Lutheran Church, New York City, Sister Pearle embraced 
the whole state of New York with a most effective pro- 
gram of Intermediate Luther League work. It is with 
due pride that I here give credit to Sister Pearle for in- 
augurating some of the features that dominate in our 
departmental program and work. Sister Pearle was fear- 
less in setting forth greater visions of service for her 
New York teen-agers, and which invariably occupied the 
hearty cooperation of all, as they deserved to. 


SISTER PEARLE 


Sister Pearle was both a “centripetal” and a “cen- 
trifugal” leader of youth. She believed in the dual prin- 
ciple of having youth do something for their own good, 
and for the good of others. Her first ‘“C” type of leader- 
ship kept her busy devising schemes and contests with 
a view to strengthen and enlarge the minds and souls 
of her state-wide family. Such activities as “debates,” 
“essays,” and for the past two years, a “Bible Bee,” 
featured her approach to the spiritual arousement of the 
teen-age youth Her second “‘C” type of leadership di- 
rected attention, interest and support to a world-wide 
program under the caption, “Clasping Hands with the 
Youth Around the World.” Annually, as a result there- 


of, the New York Intermediates adopted 
following program: 


and met the 


A Parish in 


AD atinevepeh oar ree atria sicac hcvennes $50.00 
AN Sinwllene wi (eave sonnuenennaocobnneons "45.00 
AN Sykonekecuy stot. WinGlis. sno oon aaodeaceenooour 40.00 
AN psysocaksims shal INSteEY A bao pana adeacunusoue 40.00 
eekeisin seal jSyoybidat Nima, 5ooacaoasenones 50.00 
Jamaica wNeecto  e\lission s.seen ence sane 35.00 
Medical Center, Konnarock, Va. ........ 85.00 
Luther League of America 
Cont. and! Sust. Memberships ......-.. 59.00 
INFERS toe ll VID RES. ok anc muan mab eaee oon 6 120.00 
New Woe Saws IDUES sooqgaocononox 75.00 
$590.00 


The first six items constitute the “Claspine Hands 
with the Youth Around the World” program. The last 
three are also listed to point out the fact that in all 
their doing the teen-agers of New York supported their 
national work as well. 

Sister Pearle is now living in Philadelphia at the 
Mary Drexel Home, and is pursuing special work at the 
University of Pennsylvania. We are sorry to lose her 
to the work and those she loved so dearly in New York 
State, but mighty happy to have her with us in Penn- 
sylvania. I predict that her influence and leadership 
will be asserted in Philadelphia e’re long. This much 
I do know, she will soon be eating some game I “catch” 
—after Monday, October 3lst. 


On To Long Beach 

At the last two Conventions of the Luther League 
of America the Intermediate Department conducted a 
Nation-wide Intermediate Leaguer Participating Essay 
and Debate Contest, respectively. Seven states were in 
on the first contest, nine on the second. Everybody, 
both Leaguers and Listeners, expressed their hearty 
approval of these contests. With Long Beach not so 
long time away we are wondering if the contest idea 
should be continued, or should some other emphasis 
be key-noted? 

With two State Intermediate Secretaries, whom I 
approached in advance by correspondence, writing in 
their views on the matter I feel I’m committing no 
breach of confidence in giving you their opinions. I do 
this primarily to get your reactions also. These two re- 
plies came in response to my query relative to sponsoring 
a “Bible Bee” for the Long Beach Convention. They are: 


First 

“Regarding the Bible Bee at the National Conven- 
tion. While I’ve encouraged my Intermediates to enter 
these contests, ve never approved of them for National 
Conventions. There is nothing about them, to my mind, 
to help either the Intermediate or the Leader with plans 
and programs when he returns after a convention, and 
this, after all, is what the National Convention is sup- 
posed to supply us. To my mind the National Conven- 
tion should have three phases for the Intermediate De- 
partment, namely: Helps for the Intermediates, helps 
for the Intermediate Leader and a presentation to the 
Seniors in order to encourage them to promote and 
sponsor Intermediate Leagues. I can’t see that 
any kind of contest helps with any of these three phases 
and they are very important and necessary to my way 
of thinking. .... These contests do very well in the 
individual League as a change of program or to instil} 
some particular truth of Bible knowledge, and they may 
probably be used profitably with Districts, but further 
than that I dont believe they are of value.” 
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Second 

“Our Bible Bee will be repeated another year, but 
the leaders do not feel that the State will be able to 
finance a representative to California—if you should 
have the National Contest. They did feel it would be 
possible to have the other three suggestions as State 
and National Projects—because the best from the Staite 
could be entered in the National—and placed on exhibit 
in California.’ The three suggestions alluded to above 
are: 

1. That an Art Project be conducted—the use of 
the Luther League Emblem as the subject 
(This to be for the High School Age Group). 

2. That a Contest for the best original Poem on 
the subject, “The Bible,’ be held. (This open 
to all Intermediates.) 

3. That a Church Educational Work Book be made 
by Leaguers of Junior High School age—us- 
ing either of the following subjects: 

a. The U. L. C. A. Church in Foreign Fields 
b. The Lutheran Church in America 


What’s Your Opinion? 

Above you have just read the views of two state 
leaders. What do you think should be done by the 
Intermediate Department at Long Beach. Time is fast 
fleeting, so let’s have your views in a “jiffy.” 


ES 


P.S. A Happy New Year to All 


Sincerely, 


ATTENDING A BOY SCOUT CONVENTION 
(Continued from Page 7) 


Churches without Troops. Our opportunity with these 
institutions is as large as our vision. 


“So vital is Scouting to the Catholic Church that the 
Catholic Committee on Scouting is made up of the 
twenty-four Bishops of that Church. There is one out 
of every four boys in Scouting, but our job is to get at 
least the three out of every four into Scouting who want 
to be Scouts.” 

Group Forums 

Three such were provided, namely: “Relationships,” 
“Camping and Activities,’ and “Senior Scouting.” I 
took in the first mentioned discussion. Dr, Wyland was 
the Resourcer. First, a list of organizations responsible 
for sponsoring Scouting was placed on a blackboard. 
The list proved to be comprehensive of a wide and varied 
interest in Scouting on the part of outside agencies. 
Here are a few of those agencies: Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish groups, Parent-Teachers’ Associations, Civic 
Clubs, 4-H Clubs, Police, Fire Department, Patriotic 
Societies, Inter-Racial groups, Labor, etc. 

Each of these groups came in for careful study, par- 
ticularly with reference to influencing the “less-chance” 
boy, or “underprivileged boy” as he is commonly called. 
The most revealing information along this line came 
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from Labor sources. For instance, in West Virginia, the 
Labor Union by vote of its membership, contributes 
twenty-five cents a member per year to the promotion 
of the Boy Scout Movement among their boys. One of 
the most ardent Boy Scout promoters in this group was 
Father Fink, of the Schuylkill Council. His graphic de- 
scription of how they go about the business of Scouting 
under Public School supervision was most challenging. 
A member of a Service organization told how that or- 
ganization bought and paid for the uniforms, equipment 
and registration of a Troop of Scouts the first several 
years of their existence, whereupon by teaching them the 
lesson of thrift, the boys now pay for everything. These 
particular boys represent the “less chance” boys of the 
community. A representative from a Police-sponsored 
Troop told how fifty boys, who were outside the reach 
of the Churches of the community were organized into 
a Troop and have become outstanding and upright youth 
within the community. 


Annual Regional Banquet 

Four hundred and thirty men and women interested 
in the great game of Scouting sat down to a typical 
Maryland dinner of turkey, cranberry sauce and pump- 
kin pie. And was it good! Presiding over the dinner 
was Mr. Harmar D; Denny, Jr., Chairman of Region 
Three. Peppy songs were a feature of the entire con- 
vention, but particularly so at the dinner. The Attend- 
ance Recognition—two beautiful flags set on a pedestal, 
one an American flag, the other a Boy Scout flag—was 
almost taken home by the Valley Forge Council, of 
which the writer is a member, but the Wilkinsburg con- 
tingent beat us to it by virtue of a greater number of 
members present and longer mileage traveled. 


Two very excellent addresses were given by Dr. 
James E. West, Chief Scout Executive and Editor of 
“Boys’ Life,” on the subject, “What Scouting Offers,” 
and by John A. Stiles, Chief Executive Commissioner, 
Canadian General Council, The Boy Scouts Association, 
Ottawa, Canada, on “The Scouting Brotherhood.” To 
hear these two addresses from men of their caliber 
caused one to re-dedicate himself to the place of Scout- 
ing in the lives of modern boyhood. 


A dramatization by Cubs and Cubbers and Scouts 
and Scouters of the Washington County Cotncil was the 
most unique I’ve ever seen. An enormous book, with 
its pages briefly describing the history of Scouting 
in Region Three, opened before us when the curtain 
was drawn. The first page told of “Billy,” the Cub 
Scout, and the number of “Billy’s’ pals in Cub Packs 
in Region Three. After the announcer read the contents 
of “Billy’s” page it was moved to the opposite side of 
the book, whereupon “Billy,” in person, tore through 
the page and stood at attention before the audience. In 
similar fashion “Bill,” the Scout, and “William,” the 
Sea Scout, the Scoutmaster, et al., each having his page, 
stepped forth in turn until the whole story of Scouting 
was told. Following this were shown two short moving 
films on “Cubbing” and “Camping.” 


It was truly a great meeting. Anyone interested in 
Scouting is invited to read this monthly page in the 
Luther League Review and to consult the author on, 
any phase of the job of Scouting he has a mind to. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE CLIPPERS 


Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz 


YOUTH’S QUEST 
When we look at the name given to this Department 
we wonder: Is youth seeking anything? Yes, young 
people are seeking. By their very nature they are seek- 
ers. Our schools are crowded today as they have never 
been before. We find young men and women in all 
fields of endeavor. For what are they seeking? First of 


all, for a better world in which to live. Hatred, War, 
Misery, Uncertainty, Suffering—these do not satisfy 
youth. Young people want Love, Happiness, Peace, 


Security, and they are seeking to build a better world 
including these. In the second place, youth is seeking 
a more abundant life for each member of society. The 
love of the beautiful, a greater appreciation of the prob- 
lems of others, a desire to live and let live are ideas in 
the creeds of youth. 

How may this quest be successful? Youth, to reach 
its ideas, must seek to know God, first of all. Then he 
must know himself, face his own limitations and rec- 
ognize his own powers; he must see himself in relation 
to others. And one thing more, he must know his 
world. How small is it? How alike are all men? What 
a rich contribution each man can give to another! 

A better world, a more abundant life; for these 
youth is seeking Then seek, to know God, to know self, 
and to know the world! 


—CATHARINE STIREWALT, ‘Edmilise”— 
Luther League of North Carolina 


TRIFLER—TRAILER—TOILER 


Are you a regl’ar member or do you just belong? 

Are you doing your full share to help the work along? 

When attending Luther League meetings, do you shun the 
friendly greetings 

And wonder why so many are happy ‘midst the throng? 


Why be just a “trifler?’? Content to’ drift’ about? 

Why not show your colors—and give the ‘‘blues” a clout? 
Get off the ‘“‘I don’t care’’—get on the ‘I will share.” 

Join with Christian youth, ‘We Choose Christ,” is the shout! 


Why be just a “trailer?”’ Enlist your hand and heart, 
Show the Luther League spirit; be glad to do your part. 
Don’t feel it is a pity, when placed on a committee, 

Remember, “‘that mighty oaks from merely acorns”’ start. 


Why not be a “‘toiler?” Your ev’ry talent strain — } 
“Por Christ and for the Church” go work with might and main! 
Be faithful ’til that day, when all shaJl hear Him say, | 
“Well done, my child, for you have followed in My train.” 


—CHARLES S. DRAIN, JR., “News 
Letter,’’ Lancaster District 


PURPOSE OF FRIENDSHIP 

Just as the tree extends its roots to nourish its 
growth and then in return spreads forth its protecting 
shadow over the soil from which it derives its substance, 
so should we, as the years roll on, broaden and expand 
our contacts with our fellowmen in order that our 
lives, being made richer by these new relationships, may 
in turn be of greater service to mankind. 

That is the purpose of friendship; that is the pur- 
pose of life. Let us make it a point to gain one new 
friend, one new human contact with life, so that each 
of us, my friend and I, through this interchange of view- 
point may be bigger, stronger, more valuable tothe 
age in which we live.—Selected. 


A CHAIRLESS MEETING! 

At Central Conference Convention this year a dis- 
cussion leader gave methods whereby interesting de- 
votional meetings could be presented. After giving the 
Luther League Review, the Lutheran, the Topics Quar- 
terly and reference books, she said sometimes using our 
heads helps a lot. She meant, of course, originality. 
There is a lot of talent among our Luther Leaguers, I 
betcha. 

Why not have a Chairless Meeting sometime? All 
stand as the meeting is opened. As each one takes part, 
he is given a chair, and takes his seat. If membership 
is large, allow two persons to be seated each time one 


of them takes part. ’Twould be fun, don’t you think? 


—IDA CLOSSMAN, Educational Sécretary— 
Ohio Leaguer 


AMERICAN YOUNG WOMEN INDICATE 
INTEREST IN CHURCH 
In the opinion of American young women religion 
is still in style. The Christian Herald recently published 
the results of a survey which indicates that six girls out 
of every ten attend Church. 


Do You Attend Church Regularly? 
Rural Urban Girls Total 


o/. 0/ 

OY eae enh eae 638 680629 
IN Oras, Mica attrac ria enor BYE 37.0 37a 
If Not, Why Not? 

IRcisY AETV ASS amiadin Go ce meme BG arom Il 39.5 36.5 
Niowinterest= acmsemeis ce cree 17.9 35.4 28.5 
Too busy, or working ...... 16.6 20.6 19.0 
[saeOrMm KEM oc ooocrovanaucol | 0.9 9.2 
Mascellanecotis eee 0.0 0.9 0.5 


ER ee mor Mil % Oef 6.3 


(Percentages are 
Church regularly.) 


No answer 
based on those not attending 
Do you consider it more deSirable or less desirable than 
+ it was in your mother’s day to take an active 
part in Church affairs? 
Rural Urban Girls Total 


% % % 
Wy foarces ees GCE lo ae ce ator 43.9 Son AVL 
USSR oie RS A RATER reathche he HIER 19.2 30.9 26.3 
SATION eras yt aes Mero ot beens 36.4 B52 ey// 


—News Bulletin 


A VERY PERSONAL QUESTION 

“What kind of a League would my League be if 
every member were just like me?” My answer depends 
upon whether I am in the League for what I can get 
out of it, or for what I can put into it. If the former, 
my answer is “a dead League.” If the latter, my ans- 
wer is “a live League.’ We may laugh the answer off 
now, but not when we render the final account of our 
stewardship. The real danger to our League is from 
within, not from without. That fact goes to the roots 


of League membership. 
—LUTHER LEAGUE BULLETIN 
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ARE YOU PLANNING to ATTEND the CONVENTION 
of THE LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA? 


LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


JULY 6-10, 1939 


Here is some information to assist you in making your plans. 
Join the group of Luther Leaguers. On to California! 


all points of the compass will be trekking to 

Long Beach, California, for the 22nd Biennial 
Convention of the Luther League of America. There- 
fore, it is time to begin planning if you expect to make 
the trip and enjoy the fellowship and inspiration that 
a convention of youth always affords. And who does 
not want to make a trip to California to attend the 
Convention and then travel up along the Pacific Coast 
to Seattle, with a stop-over at the World’s Fair in San 
Francisco and then return over one of the Northern 
Railway routes? Certainly all of you, if at all possible, 
want to go. It should be possible for many of you to 
go. But you will need to plan for the trip and to save 
carefully and systematically so as to be able to join the 
delegations of youth to the Convention. 


(@ rs six months and the Luther Leaguers from 


There has been a great interest displayed in this 
forthcoming convention from all over the country and 
we learn of one district in the Mid-west where a group 
of twenty young people have made definite plans to 
attend. Other groups of Leaguers and individuals have 
for some time been registering their active interests and 
are awaiting the announcement of definite and official 
plans before deciding definitely on their trip West. Some 
Leaguers have put off a trip to the Pacific Coast which 
they planned last summer to accompany the delegations 
to the Convention this year. 


If the economic conditions improve at all, there will 
be a surprisingly good number of delegates from the 
various State and Synodical Leagues. From the report 
of our President, John George, the Convention Com- 
mittee in charge of arrangements under the direction of 
“Bob” Inslee, is making splendid plans for the enter- 
tainment of the delegates and visitors. The Convention 
sessions will be held in the $3,000,000 Long Beach 
Municipal Auditorium with a setting not duplicated any 
other place in the world. The site of the auditorium is 
truly “rainbow’s end come true!” a tropical garden spot 
right in the heart of the city. Equipped throughout with 
the very latest facilities. The “Rainbow” pier surround- 
ing the Auditorium site is 3800 feet in length and the 
still-water lagoon also surrounding the Auditorium site 
contains 32 acres. This auditorium is under the direction 
of the Long Beach Convention Bureau and is granted 


free to The Luther League of America for the holding 
of its Convention. 


Not the least among Long Beach's many lures to 
the delegates are its approximately 1438 first-class hotels 
and apartments, capable of accommodating 40,000 people, 
providing living accommodations to suit every taste and 
pocketbook Meeting your needs, hotel rates range from 
$1.00 to $4.00. per day. There will also be ample ac- 
commodations in the homes of Long Beach for those 
who prefer this type of accommodation. Further and 
more detailed information of hotels, rates and housing 
will be given to you later. 


The rail rates will undoubtedly be the same as 1938. 
We are figuring on Chicago as the starting and ending 
point for a special train or special cars. If there should 
be sufficient delegates and visitors going to the Con- 
vention from the Atlantic Seaboard, special train or 
special cars could be made up starting at Philadelphia. 

In view of the demand for some idea as to rates we 
have compiled a rate schedule from a few of the lead- 
ing cities east of Chicago. Young people could nicely 
travel coach as the new streamline coaches now offer 
deep cushioned seats, adjustable for night reclining, with 
pillows available at a nominal rental rate per night. If 
a special train can be arranged, it will consist of coaches, 
first-class and tourist sleepers, lounge and observation 
car. 

Enroute to the Convention there are being planned 
a number of stop-overs for sight-seeing. We shall have 
more to say about transportation arrangements later. 

These preliminary announcements should be an in- 
centive for our Leaguers everywhere to begin’ making 
their plans to attend this convention out where the 
desert sweeps, snow-capped mountains and foam-tipped 
combers of blue-green sea enhance the beautiful setting 
of a cosmopolitan section on the Pacific Coast, with its 
renowned hospitality, California graciously welcomes 
delegates and visitors. Then on up the coast to see the 
World’s Fair and associate with our fellow-Leaguers in 
Seattle and get a close-up of Mount Rainier, then tak- 
ing as long a time as you desire on the return trip to 
Chicago and home again. Save now and plan your sav- 
ings schedule from now until July. This can be done by 
both Leagues and by individuals. 

Our California friends have waited a long time for 
a Convention of a United Lutheran Church constituency. 
The convention at Long Beach will be more than a 
young people’s convention; it will be a great missionary 
endeavor in behalf of our Church and its work on the 
Pacific Coast. ‘ 


ROUND TRIP FARES TO SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


lst Class East Coaches East Stand. Lower 


_ of of Berth Fares 

Chicago Chicago E. of Chicago 

or or or St. Louis 

St. Louis St. Louis via Grd. Can. 

1st Class Tourist Tourist Coach Std. Tourist 

ee ee Ate: West West West West West 
icago, fs Wscotsceeauoee 90:3 Ol 7420 OMeEr ate $65.00 46.50 24.70 
Philadelphia, Pa. ..137.45 121.15 $106.80 97.80 eee coe 
Pittsburgh, Pasa erelile4 Ome OlelO 92.80 83.80 52.80 31.00 
Washington, Din Co 34a Selig S 104.90 95.90 58.55 42.55 
Raleigh, N.C. ..... S15 Se S60) eee ee 98.46 58.55 42.55 
Atlanta, Gairaeeien oes ti70 Seed OOs7 Sarees 86.64 58.55 42.55 
Richmond, Wan wnt TSiSo S70 106.80 98.30 59.65 43.65 
Harrisburg, Pa. ....131.45 115.15 102.60 93.60 57.45 41.45 


The above railroad rates applied via Los Angeles 
to San Francisco, returning via Portland and Seattle; 
thence any of the northern routes (except through 
Canada). Routing via Canadian Rockies is $5.00 addi- 
tional on all classes of tickets. 

The side trip to Grand Canyon is also additional— 


$7.00 first class, $5.00 intermediate (tourist), and $3.00 
coach. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP 
Dear Leaguers: 


By the time you read this article relative to th 
Sustaining Membership Fund, Santa Claus will be onl 
a few days off and I want to say to you alli—Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year.” 


e 
y 


I hope that you have included the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund on your Christmas Gift list. If you have 
not, it would be a fine thing for you to buy a last-minute 
gift in the form of a membership of some kind, which 
includes Sustaining, Contributing, Gift, Alumni, and 
Memorial, and send it so that it reaches Luther League 
Headquarters before December 31, 1938. 


It has been a pleasure to carry on the Fund work 
during 1938 and I want to thank you one and all for 
your cooperation. 

Be sure and read my next article so that we may 
start the 1939 Fund with a bang. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM H. PATRICK, Chairman (Uncle Pat) 


Financial Report 


We want to express our deep appreciation for the 
response that we have had from you during the year. 


95.0% 
90.9% 
72.8% 
78.0% 


of Senior Dues 

of Intermediate Dues 

for Konnarock 

Sustaining Membership Fund 


Our desire is to increase these percentages when we 
submit the report as of December 31, 1938. Help us to 
realize these desires by further financial remunerations. 


DUES REPORT 
December 5, 1938 


Sencor Intermediate 

Billed Paid Billed Paid 
15—Northern California... $32.00 $32.00 
Southern California ...... 85.75 64.33 5.00 ss7 5) 
8—Columbia District .... 26.75 26.75 aes 
10—Connecticut ........- 48.25 48.25 10.40 10.40 
WANS sicooboqaamoos 22.50 22.50 3.80 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama_ .......- 86.00 64.50 12.60 9.45 
HMtpmOis  getstacdins (osclein ss Senne tes 120.00 35.00 __25.00 
PO—— Tiana cee sepsis cree oe 2 ey) 91.75 9.20 9.20 
Za LOW Am el sie sivigrere « sjersieiee : 71.00 71.00 17.80 17.80 
CADSASM ce ste ote.sie Sommondooo 99.00 49.50 9.50 4.75 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 41.25 20.62 4.20 2.10 
TINEA Gagoocednone Hidhys 314.75 45.50 45.50 
4—Michigan ......... oc 48.00 D075) 6.90 10.10 
2a MAG wiestmmetelsinatcle)etie els 59.00 59.00 
IMantHesotalmisstelsis ele O00 2 70.40 53.10 12.50 4.53 
Mississippi: jeledse es SSHGOD 11.60 5.00 
INGORE pAcucasacaceore 69.25 $1.93 7.80 5.85 
6—New Jersey ........--- 108.75 114.90 20.10 20.10 
ING, Mode aeooouoncscodg  GePdlll) 360.75 116.30 87.24 
14—North Carolina ...... 551.50 551.50 61.90 61.90 
MGSO here Spe oacctercenon mh Adee God 5 seid Ae) 26.50 26.50 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 31.25 31-25 4.50 4.50 
17—Pennsylvania ........ 2,142.00 2,142.00 200.80 200.80 
2—Rocky Mountain 0 20.00 20.00 80 .80 © 
Ji1——Southy Carolinaus. ce c02.00 362.00 30.60 30.60 
Ri excagaamtatevarsrswerr se Gcaas Og 5 87.50 65.64 7.70 7.70 
1O— Virginia gents ae dels SIS) 373.79 19.40 19.40 
9—West Virginia ........ 58.50 58.50 4.00 4.00 
13—Wisconsin .......+.-. 49.50 49.50 11.80 11.80 
idbresiey NWibabobhse Sooonnode hi) 
Ganadammriactclesis/s\einle sien 99.11 


$6,008.40 $5,718.63 $684.60 $622.72 
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KONNAROCK MEDICAL CENTER REPORT 
December 5, 1938 


League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ..... $50.00 $28.00 
Southern California <.:::: 148.0 36.07 15.00 
Colima District seuss... 67.00 7.50 
10—Connecticut ......... 84.00 81.42 6.00 $2.00 
IINGEGhy oooanpeaodoe os 39.00 23.38 28.38 : 
Georsia-Alabamal wees ees 13.750 76.11 GI 4.85 
4 Ullingig, elde ease sien 398.00 490.28 1.00 
Ut——Indianal, Gitomer hole 134.00 134.00 1.00 
MW Wal MARV Serle stbecal otevenctstennensic 132.0% 63.90 1.00 
Kansasy) osarsarcincne 200.00 83.18 10.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 83.00 15.00 
(-—Miiavkevcl soacsancadon 511.00 698.78 43.00 18.30 
2——Michi sally meslesieetcriiers 60.00 122.94 5.90 7.01 
Nic estaae nen een nne 113.00 21.15 2.50 
O—— Mantes Ota a miistersieisricrers 120.00 154.42 5.00 
INGE ia ARoaanaeondaes 22.00 7.90 
Nebraska qn ccrenicnrccrsoies 217.00 68.50 3.00 
SWNGw IGSOyY coccooa0ae 221.00 236.81 29.37 31.60 
ING MGs coconoop00000 835.00 411.30 58.25 15.07 
North Carolina pVarsitrPoreiets 961.00 414.64 80.36 10.00 
8—Ohiowaen ae ewnicn emit 559.00 561.06 12.50 28.23 
6—Pacific Northwest 50.00 74.90 16.25 
Pennisylvaniaaemiice cries 4,053.00 2,434.29 154.07 289.51 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... 35.00 35.86 2.00 
Out Carolina rvreterieoere 729.00 317.46 40.04 7.00: 
eras wet We lee teniyaee 95.00 65.58 7.00 20.79 
WinguntanWenranieeicceien cere 639.00 26.50 4.48 
AWE Walnsiite Geeca50a0bd 140.00 81.50 16.00 
Wisconsin acm eee oenion 89.00 
Intermediate Rally (Spg.) 14.00 
junior Rally (Spe.)) fes.. 8.00 
Kirst, Winnipeg) 3. .s. es. + 3.00 
First English, Billings 10.00 
Ganaday aGasndewoeearercice 148.88 8.35 

$10,921.00 $6,919.31 $561.31 $473.21 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January, 1 to November 30, 1938 


Alumni 
Total Gift 
League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’] 

6—Nor. California $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 
Southern California 60.00 34.00 15.00 14.00 5.00 
Columbia District 20.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Connecticut is... 35.00 17.00 15.00 2.00 
Bloriday Sac-teerrererore 20.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 60.00 52.00 35.00 7.00 10.00 
JMNM AS daogoood 155.00 23.00 5.00 8.00 10.00 
iervGhtaimals mee terserelelenes 65.00 33.00 15.00 13.00 5.00 
TLOWa- nae rece 50.00 18.30 5.00 6.00 7.30 
RianSas. t.ecteieticancs 70.00 17.00 15.00 2.00 
Kentucky-Teunessee 30.00 
2—Maryland ..... 215.00 229.00 170.00 39.00 20.00 
5—Michigan ...... 35.00 42.00 32.00 10.006: 
Midwest ......00 40.00 
MbineSonet Soooccno 50.00 20.00 12.00 8 00 
IMISSissipp! “se. « 10.06 5.00 5.00 
INGAAS oospoonas 55.00 25.00 25.00 
1—New Jersey 75.00 145.00 75.00 50.00 20.00 
4—New York .... 325.00 335.00 165.00 75.00 95.00 
North Carolina .... 370.00 WBE 110.00 22.00 40.25: 
Ohio: “ities cares 225.00 74.00 50.00 9.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest . 25.00 23.50 5.00 8.50 10.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,435.00 1,264.50 556.50 273.00 435.00 
Rocky Mountain 15.00 
3—South Carolina. 245.00 260.00 185.00 40.00 35.00 
Rexas htaccess 60.00 48.38 25.00 13.38 10.06 
Waneaniian metetverstels 250.00 229.05 125.40 62.00 41.65: 
West Virginia 40.00 10.00 10.00 
Wisconsin seer 5 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
@anadatecpcavers cet 9 14.00 10.00 4.00 


$3,133.98 $1,700.90 $663.88 $769.20 


‘The names of those constributing to the Sustaining 
Membership Fund during November and December will 
appear in the February Review. 


If you have not used the missionary service, 
“A Forgotten Frontier,’ order same from the 
office of The Luther League of America, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa, 

This service is offered free to all Leagues re- 
ceiving and offering for our Missionary Project, 
“The Medical Center’ at Konnarock, Virginia. 
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INVENTORY 


How can we measure what has been done? 
How can we know when the race is won? 
How can we see where we've helped a friend? 
How do we know ’till the very end? 


We might say this and we count on that; 

We're ready to judge at the drop of a hat, 

We go on our way completely convinced _ ; 
That this was our chance; we've helped like a prince. 


Stop! Think for a minute! Take a look! 
Has our life been open like any book? 

And what is the story which there unfolds? 

Is it brilliant and glistening, or pure like gold? 


Have we hidden the things of which we're ashamed ? 
Have our souls gone on just the least bit maimed? 
Have the ones who are looking to us as guide 

Been able to see through our indolent pride? 


Were we willing to work with no thought of gain? 
Did we stretch out a hand to another in pain? 

Have we shared with a beggar our last piece of bread? 
Have we righted the man who wished he were dead? 


Have we humbled our thoughts at a child’s request? 
Have we always noted the silent Guest? 

Did we love without counting the cost of it all? 
Sacrifice, too; but not stumble or fall? 


There are countless questions which come to our mind, 
But ask yourself this at your daily grind; 

Who knows what’s been done and its ultimate worth? 
Who’s kept the record? Who knows the dearth? 


—MARY HASSLER 


| NEWS! NEWS! 


CONNECTICUT 


The Connecticut State Luther League held its 33rd Annuai 
Convention, October 15, 16, 1938, in the First Lutheran Church, 
Waterbury, Rev. Martin J. Lorenz, Pastor. 

Luther League Conventions are called to promote a greater 
bond of fellowship between our Leaguers, to spiritually inspire us, 
to educate us in various activities of the Church. Through the 
efforts of the host League, the National Representatives, State 
Officers, and other leaders, this convention was a memorable and 
successful one, 

Happy greetings were exchanged as delegates and visitors 
registered for the convention and its activities, Saturday, between 
1:30 and 2:30 P. M., at the First Lutheran Church Parish Home. 

Rey. Robert A. Heydenreich, Middletown, Convention Chaplain, 
opened the convention with the ‘Quiet Moments.’”? Miss Edith 
Hettlinger, President of the Waterbury League, welcomed ill 
Leaguers and friends. Mr. Herbert Pinter, President of the State 
League, responded to this kind welcome. 

The following officers were elected: President, Herbert G. 
Pinter, Waterbury; Vice-President, Murray Crouse, Hartford; Re- 
cording Secretary, Gladys Gritz, Meriden; Corresponding Secretary, 
Ida E. Zech, Waterbury; Treasurer, Richard Reichenbach, Broad- 
brook; Archivist, Lorraine Sommers, New Haven. Appointments 
made by the President were: Intermediate Secretary, Mrs. Tie 
Hammer, Meriden; Educational Secretary, Elizabeth Stelzner, Nor- 
wich; Missionary Secretary, Andrew Luckx; Life Service Secretary 
John Bebeau, Meriden; Achievement Program Secretary, Helen 
Seidel, Hartford; Extension Secretary, Murray Crouse, Hartford: 
Co-advisors, Rev. H. T. McKnight, New Haven, Rev. H. Dichsen’ 
Hartford. : 

_ The Luther League of St. John’s Lutheran Church, in New 
Britain, was accepted and welcomed into the membership of the 
Connecticut State Luther League. , 

We are proud that the membership of the State League has 
increased from 181 members in 1937: to 245 members in 1938. 

Miss Arline Flechtner, Meriden, gave an enthusiastic and in- 
teresting report on the Pinecrest Leadership Conference. Miss Hazel 
Rutishauser, Waterbury, reported on the Silver Bay Summer School 

Representative to the convention for the Luther League of 
America was Miss J. Dorothy Borgstede, Missionary Secretary of 
the Luther League of America. Her address enlightened the 
eeeetcls to the hardship and need of cooperation of Missionary 
work. 

The business session adjourned in time to give everyone a chance 
to “dress up” for the gala event of the convention, the Banquet 

Mr. Carl M. Distler, President of the Inner Mission Board 
U.L.C.A., Baltimore, Md., was the guest speaker at the Banquet. 
The Convention Theme, “O Use Me, Lord, Use Even Me,” was 
his theme. Rev. Conrad Reisch, Bridgeport, was toastmaster, and 
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added much to the good fellowship and sociability of the evening 
with his humorous introductions. After the banquet a social was 
held in the auditorium of the Parish Home, at which time 
Leaguers renewed friendships and made new friends. 4 

At the Convention Communion Service, Sunday morning, Rev. 
M. J. Lorenz, Waterbury, was the liturgist and Rev. Julius F. 
Seebach, of Philadelphia, Pa., delivered the sermon. y 

The Leaguers went to private homes and restaurants for their 
dinners. Back to the Parish Home at 2:30 P. M., for the Conven- 
tion Rally. Dr. Paul C. White, New York City, addressed the 
Leaguers at this time. Immediately after the convention photo- 
graph, which was taken on the lawn of the Parish Home, the 
Leaguers withdrew into separate group conferences. The Life 
Service conference was conducted by Dr. Paul C. White and Rev. 
. EF. Seebach; Missions, Miss J. Dorothy Borgstede; Education, 
Howard L. Logan, Albany, Elizabeth’ Stelzner, Norwich, and Ida 
Zech, Waterbury; Intermediate League Problems, Mrs. E. W. 
Hammer, Meriden, and Mrs. M. J. Lorenz, Waterbury. 

At 5:30 we adjourned for supper in the dining room of the 
Parish Home. 3 ‘ y ; 

The Candlelight Installation Service as an impressive and in- 
spirational close to the convention. Rev. Heydenreich addressed the 
Leaguers at this service; Dr. White read the installation; and Rev. 
Lorenz served as liturgist. Following the benediction reports of the 
Convention Committees were given, awarding of the Attendance 
Banner was made, and the convention officially closed with the 
singing of the Luther League Rally Hymn. The Attendance Banner 
went to St. Paul’s Luther League, Bridgeport. 

—IDA E. ZECH 
PENNSYLVANIA 


At this writing there are two items of interest receiving State- 
wide attention. One is the work of the Extension Committee under 
the direction of Bert Stracker. Leaguers, who are part of the 
Forward Movement Committee, are making many contacts with 
pastors and youth these days in the interest of Luther League. It 
is no unusual sight to see wearers of the Forward Movement button 
at all League meetings, for every Luther League has a representa- 
tive on this great Committee. The other common interest is the 
forthcoming Thanksgiving Rallies, at which time Luther Leaguers 
Over Our entire Keystone State will meet in a Simultaneous service 
on November 22nd, in a service of thanks 10 God. Promptly at 
8 P. M. on that evening, we lift our voices as a mighty group in the 
hymn, ‘‘Now Thank We All Our God.” 

Congratulations are the order of the day. Our State, President 
and his wife—the Bob Menges’—are the proud parents of a bounc- 
ing boy .. . Sarah Rhoads, State Missionary Secretary, has an- 
nounced her engagement to Rey. Elwood Houser and is to be mar- 
ried in the near future speaking of marriages, the many 
friends of Marvin Eckardt, former Publicity Chairman, will be in- 
terested to know that ‘“‘Marv’”’ has joined the ranks of the benedicts 
—having been married on December 3rd, in the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Germantown, to Miss Roberta G. Wright. 

Reports have been coming in of fine District Conventions as 
well as other fall activities. Here are some of the details: 

Ridgway District—Annual Thanksgiving Rally and Conference 
was held November 6th, at Reynoldsville. Caucus groups were held 
for departmental workers. Rey. Paul O. Hamsher, of First English 
Lutheran Church, Punxsutawney, was the main speaker. 

Philadelphia District held its Fall Convention, October 15th, at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. ‘‘Whom Do You Serve?” 
was discussed at the evening session by Rev. Martin Luther Tozer. 
This District celebrated its 45th anniversary on November 8th, at 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. A number of Past Presi- 
dents assisted in the service. Rev. R. J. Wolf, National Intermediate 
Secretary, addressed the assembly on ‘Looking Forward.” The 
offering received at this service was given to the Board of American 
Missions of the U. L. C. A. for the 20th Anniversary Appeal. 

Penn-Del District opened its Fall season with a Pep Fest. On 
October 13 a Fall Rally was held in Nativity Lutheran Church, 
Chester, with Rey. Frederick Smith, Philadelphia, as the speaker. 
There was a gratifying attendance at this affair. Following the de- 
votional period, the host League entertained with a comedy skit 
and refreshments. 

B-M-C District has divided into two setcions. Section ‘A’ has 
come out with a new publication which they hope to make a quar- 
terly issue. The first copy is very worthwhile. Mr. Herbert Stover 
is the Editor. 

Altoona District—Temple Lutheran Church, Altoona, was the 
scene of the first annual convention of this District on November 
12th. The afternoon and evening sessions included Caucus Groups, 
Quiet Moments by the Chaplain, Rev. Fred R. Gronninger; Banquet 
with Margaret McFalls as Toastmistress; and the Vesper Service 
with Rev. Elwood Johnson, Fayetteville, as speaker. 

YOrk District is the host district for the 1939 State Convention. 
According to ‘“Tele-League” (district publication) Committees and 
Local Leagues are busy preparing for this forthcoming event. 


NEW JERSEY 


Just a few buzzes from the New Jersey Mosquitoes: 

Bergen District Luther League celebrated their 10th Anniversary 
as a District on Sunday, November 20th, at the same Church where 
it was organized, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 61 Church St. 
Teaneck, Registration began at 2:30 P. M. At 3 o'clock the 
Afternoon Devotional Service was held, with Mr. Alvin Schaediger, 


First Vice-President of the Luther League of America, as the 
speaker. Mr. Schaediger brought an inspiring and challenging mes- 
sage. Following this, the annual business meeting was held with 


election of officers following. At 6:00 o’clock the 10th Anniversary 
Banquet was held in Schnabel Memorial Hall of St. Paul’s Church 
with Rev. Alford R. Naus, Pastor, Temple Lutheran Church, Cam: 
den, as the speaker. Rev. Naus brought a very inspiring message 
using as his text, the 52nd verse of the 2nd chapter of St. Luke, 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man.” 

Hudson River District, under the leadership of President Harold 
Hass, held a large Reformation service at Zion Lutheran Church, 
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ersey City. This District is making every effort to have every 
utheran Church with a Luther League, a member of the District. 


Central District had a big month in November, with a rally at 
St. Paul’s Church, Linden. This is a new Church. Election of officers 
for the coming year took place. 


Newark District held a large Reformation Rally on November 
7th, at which President "Gene Kelchner, of the State Luther League, 
gave an illustrated lecture on The Reformation. A rally will be held 
this month at St. John’s Lutheran Church, at which time the annual 
election of officers for 1939 will be held. 


Southern District held an immense Reformation Rally at Trinity 
Church, North Woodbury, November 20, 1938, with Mr. Alvin 
Schaediger, First Vice President of the Luther League of America, 
as the speaker. Mr. Schaediger brought a very inspiring Reforma- 
tion message. A Christmas Rally program of the Christmas story in 
Scripture and song is the December line-up for Southern District. 


That’s all for now, but we’ll buzz in again next month with 
more doings of our State League. Best wishes for a “Happy New 
Year” from State and District League officers, to Leaguers of 


America. 
ARTHUR W. BONNETT, Publicity Chairman 
New Jersey State Luther League 


NEW YORK 


This month marks the beginning of an extensive campaign in 
New York State to make the Niagara Falls State Convention the 
biggest and best one in our League’s history. Plan now to attend. 


The Third Annual Unity Dinner of our State was held on 
November 22, 1938, using ‘(Can We Be Idealistic in the Present Day 
World?” as the theme for the program. Reports from the par- 
ticipating Districts show a record attendance at this annual function, 


While our main interest in these coming months will be prepara- 
tion for our State Convention in May, a committee is busily working 
to secure the National Convention for 1943 to celebrate our 50th 
birthday. Remember—-New York State in ’43! 


Now let us look at the activity of our Districts of recent in- 
terest: 
Eastern District 


At a recent meeting of the Executive Committee of the Eastern 
District Luther League it was decided that a Flying Squadron of 
Luther Leaguers of the Eastern District would make visits to the 
different Leagues in the District to strengthen the work of the dif- 
ferent Leagues. The newly-elected officers of the District Luther 
League are: President, William Hammann, Albany; Vice-President, 
Russel Krapf, Schenectady; Treasurer, Catherine Bibbard, Johns- 
town; Recording Secretary, Alice Smith, Schenectady; Corresponding 
Secretary, Harriet Scheffler, Rensselaer. 


The Eastern District Luther League extends its congratulations 
to St. John’s Luther League of Albany, on having reached their 
Fiftieth Year of active Luther League work. 


This year the Senior Luther Leaguers of Eastern District are 
striving to obtain a closer relationship between the Senior and Inter- 
mediate Luther Leagues. 


That is all for this edition. We hope to see you in the next. 


KENNETH L. LOGAN 


Long Island 


One hundred and ninety greetings were exchanged at Christ 
Church, Rosedale, Sunday, October 23rd, as this number of Leaguers 
attended the Annual Fall Rally. 


They elected as their officers: President, Dan Lehmann, of 
Resurrection, St. Albans; Vice-President, Ed Blumenshein, of As- 
cension, Franklin Square; Treasurer, John Kreuer, of St. Luke’s, 
Woodhaven; Secretary and Member of Pinecrest Board, Julie Leh- 
mann, of Good Shepherd, South Ozone Park; Recording Secretary, 
Marion Holz, of Ascension, Franklin Square. 


The Long Islanders were glad to have the following State 
Luther League Executives with them: our_ President, Howard i 
Logan; State Extension Secretary, Rev. Norman Schlegel; State 
Educational Secretary, Leonard Klemann; and State Publicity Sec- 
retary, David Jensen. 


We have in view many plans to better our District Leagues, in- 
cluding an extensive membership drive, which was opened by our 
welcoming the newly-organized Senior Luther League of Epiphany 
Church, Hempstead, into our circle. We are also working in con- 
junction with the Walther Leagues of our District to further an 
employment bureau amongst us, and we have had many, pleasant 
evenings and made many friends by joining together in this worth- 
while effort. 

Our Leaguers had a very pleasant supper at which we sang 
our favorite Pinecrest Camp Songs. We concluded our program with 
a candlelight installation. we 

tune of “The More We Get Together,’ a costume party 
was td be the Luther Leagues and Walther Leagues of Queens 
and Nassau, at Holy Trinity Church, Hollis, November 10, 1938. The 
host and hostessees in charge of welcome and games were that well- 
known couple Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Schwabe, Senior Leaguers of 
Hollis. The refreshments were in charge of the following Walther 
Leaguers, the Misses Anite Deringer, Mildred Fano, Eleanor Boam 
and Ruth Paar and Mr. Henry Graebner. They served us delicious 
‘cider, sugar doughnuts, apples, candy and nuts, which certainly ee 
a splendid fall midnight snack. The prizes for the most origina 
costumes went to Ruth Constantine who was a demure little Swiss 
Miss from Grace Lutheran Church, ‘of Queens Village and to 
William Goetz, who was a very Frivolous Sadie from Redeemer 
‘Church of St. Albans. The prizes for the best. looking costumes 
were awarded to Edith Janson, a sweet Little Bo-Peep_ from Epi- 
phany Church, Hempstead, and Dan Lehmann, a dignified looking 
officer from Resurrection Church, St. Albans. A good many nations 
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were represented by the various costumes, 
group and the very hayseedy farmers. Everybody agreed that we 
should have more get-togethers between Walther Leaguers and 
Luther Leaguers and we look forward to a busy winter in which 
we shall be League friends. 


besides the children’s 


MARIE LEHMANN 
Westchester District 
_ bles Westchester County Luther League has been very active 
since the beginning of the Fall meetings. 


For our November meeting we are going to discuss the work 
of our Educational Secretary. This is being done in order that each 
League might have a better knowledge of the work done in the 
Educational Department. 


At our January meeting, we expect to have our State President, 
Howard Logan, with us. 
ALVINA TAGGERT 


New York City District 


Thanksgiving Eve, the New York City District followed its an- 
nual custom of giving an entertainment for the old folks on Welfare 
Island and distributing candy and fruit to them. 


On December 9, the District scheduled a play to be given in 
the form of a radio broadsast. 
ij, MON va el DAS 


Rhinebeck District 


Rhinebeck League held a Back Number Social and invited the 
Wurtemburg and Red Hook Leagues. Each Leaguer came dressed 
in a costume of years ago, 


Chatham held a Hallowe’en Party and Dance in one of the 
member’s cellars. The cellar was decorated in Hallowe’en attire and 
a radio furnished the music for the dancing. Ghent Leaguers were 
present to participate in the good times. Towards the end of the 
evening Rev. and Mrs. Davis were presented with a gift from the 
League, it being near the date of their sixth wedding anniversary. 

Ghent will act as hosts to the District for the Unity Dinner to 
be held November 22. 


Rhinebeck District wishes to welcome Rev. 
Ancram, and Rev. Walter Beilitz, Germantown. 


It is with deep regret that the District says good-bye to Rev. 
and Mrs. Robert E. Van Deusen. Rev. Van Deusen has been serv- 
ing as President for the District since last May. Rev. and Mrs. 
Van Deusen will leave for their new charge in Richmondville the 
latter part of November. 


Thayer Shook, a former president, has consented to finish out the 
unexpired term of the president. 

Officers of Rhinebeck District are: President, Thayer Shook, 
Hudson, R. D.; Vice-President, Paul Kovac, Poughkeepsie; Re- 
cording Secretary, Mrs. Elmer Jones, Valatie; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Miss Lillian Rowe, Payne Foundation, Chatham; Treasurer, 
Mres. Walter Ackert, Wurtemburgh. 


Alfred Wietz, 


Western District 


Western District is busy working on the 46th Annual State Con- 
vention to be held at the Hotel Niagara. Niagara Falls, Saturday 
through Tuesday, May 27-30, 1939. We hope to present the most 
spectacular Convention New York State Leaguers have ever seen. 
Registrations are already coming in, and soon our goal of 800 reg- 
istrations will be a reality. Send your registrations to Mrs. Ells- 
worth C. Miller, 2561 Genesee Street, Buffalo. This will be the 
largest convention the State has had in many years in our opinion. 
In November, we held our Third Annual Unity Dinner and a Skat- 
ing Party for the benefit of the convention fund. Both of these 
events had a record attendance. Our District is carrying on an ex- 
tensive Extension program. Already two new Leagues have joined 
our rauks. Plans are being made to hold a Workers’ Conference in 


January. 
DONALD F. BAUTZ 


That’s all folks! 
DAVID A. JENSEN. Publicity Secretary 
New York State Luther League 


OHIO 


We are very proud of the interest and enthusiasm that the 
Leaguers in Ohio have. And doubly proud now that several of the 
Leaguers and Leagues have wom in the poster contest sponsored 
by the Review. Miss Mildred Montgomery, Akron, who won first 
place in this contest, has written a letter explaining the poster used 
on the November issue of the Luther League Review. Ouoting from 
her letter: ‘In the November 1937 issue of the National Geographic 
Magazine you will find a picture of a statue of Christ that stands 
on top of a hill overlooking a harbor in South America. The statue 
is abotit 100 feet tall and its hands are out-stretched so that from a 
distance the figure ferms a perfect cross. At night I have heard, 
they turn great flood lights on this figure of Christ, making is visible 
far out on the ocean. I could not but think that at night as the 
sailors and the travelers, weary from a long journey, would pass 
by, the only thing they could see in the darkness would be a cross, 
bearing a symbol of suffering. And yet if they would only come 
closer to that cross—close enough to get into the light that was 
around it, they would find not a cross, but the Christ with hands 
out-stretched blessing them. You know we are like those travelers. 
We feel our way along in darkness seeing only a cross, but if we 
would make that cross otir goal, it wouldn’t be a cross at all, but 
rather the Christ with hands outstretched. That Christ of which I 
speak is the one I had in mind for my poster. That Christ blesses 
all race of men—white, black, or yellow. That Christ is over our 
homes and our country. In my poster I put Christ above, Brother- 
hood next, and you probably noticed that these boys seem to be 
rising from our homes. And then at the bottom I have our homes 
and Churches setting on top of the world which is represented by the 
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After all, isn’t that where peace comes from ?—God: plus 


curved line. =a 


Brotherhood, plus our homes and Churches all over the 
als pace. ; ee des .: 
esta ais explanation by Miss Montgomery I am sure cre 
give a clear picture in the minds of the Leaguers who wanted 
know more about it. We want to thank her for he interest and 
sharing her talents with us. I know personally that her heart 1s 
itl s a veague work. 
x NAS a oie be a mistake as to who really won second place 
in the Peace Contest. Miss Helen Miller, Ada, who was given credit 
for that honor has written me stating that she sent the bento sy to 
headquarters and signed her name instead of the League's. There ore 
she says she is receiving undue credit and wishes it'to be announce 
in the Luther League Review that the winner is the Ada Parish 

Luther League. : 
Western Conference Convention will be held at First Church, 
Tiffin, on November 25 and 26. Convention Theme, “Trust and 
Obey.” This will be worked out during the entire program. | Some 
of the inspirational parts of the convention will be the discussion led 
by Professor G. V. Kelly. “‘Does Trusting and Obedience Toward 
God Result in Trustworthy and Obedient Young People. The ad- 
dress by Miss Florence Leech, an inner mission worker. ‘Inspiration 
by Rev. Joseph Frease. Preparatory by Rev. Kantner and the 
Communion Service. Recreation, fellowship and a banquet will also 
prevail. A complete report will be given next month on this con- 


vention. 
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P City Leagues of Cleveland held a meeting Friday Evening, 
Rae ee be at &. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. A busi- 
ness meeting was held first, during which officers were elected : Pres- 
ident, William Carlson; Vice-President, John Ditman; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Lee North; Secretary, Ralph Krahl; Corresponding Secretary, 
Margaret Cassidy; and Pastoral Advisor, Rev. M. S. Lange. Thee 
social was planned in the Gym. Each League was represented. : 

Augsburg Luther League, of Orrville, sponsored a District 
Meeting on Sunday Evening, November 13. Leagues from Millers- 


burg, Wadsworth, Acme and Marshallville, were present. Devotions 
in charge of Augsburg League President, David Stutzman. 


Dee Hall, Pastor of the Church, introduced the speaker, Andrew 
Dropko, better known as “Andy,” who is State President. A itellow- 
ship hour held in the basement of the Church closed the program. 
Sighty-five Leaguers were present. 
eS oe Mrs. H. C. Ter Vehn organized a new Luther League 
on Sunday, November 13, at St. John Lutheran Church, Mt. Vernon. 
Rev. and Mrs. Ter Vehn have had a great deal of experience in or- 
ganizing the Lutheran Church in Ohio. Other Churches reporting 
new Leagues are: St. John’s, New Franklin, and St. Paul’s, Marion. 
We wish them success in their Luther League work, | 

During the anniversary programs one service was given to the 
young people at the following places: Stettler’s 135th anniversary 
on October 27, Rev. Walden Holl, Pastor, and in centennial serv- 
ices at Millersburg and Canton, Trinity, on November 4 and 6. 


HAROLD LANGE 
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SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE TOPICS 
SENIOR TOPICS FOR JANUARY 


MONTHLY THEME: “THE INVESTED LIFE” 


January 1, 1939 
First Sunday after Christmas 


THE INVESTED LIFE 
I Corinthians 12:4-12, 27, 28 
(By Rev. George F, Hart, Atlanta, Ga.) 


During this month we shall direct our thoughts upon 
a subject that calls forth our sincere prayers, “The In- 
vested Life.” Over and over again we hear young people 
ask the question: “What must I do with my life?” In 
other words, “How shall I invest my life?’ Then on 
the other hand we hear the cry of the older people: “If 
I had my life to live over again, I would do this or that.” 
This is the cry of the life that has not been invested to 
its highest good. A vocation, be it ever so noble, does 
not guarantee success, happiness or peace unless we 
place this vocation into a life that has been saturated 
with the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In this last decade or so we have heard and talked 
much about the words “invest,” “invested,” and “invest- 
ment.” With our earthly means we are ever striving 
and planning to place them in stocks and bonds and 
other forms of security that will bring forth the largest 
interest for old age, not to over-look the matter of 
creating an estate for those we love. Because of these 
desires, and they are not wrong to a certain degree, we 
have made the word “invest” mean nothing but things 
material in our thinking. We have become so engrossed 
with making a living and seeking the luxuries of the 
world that we have forgotten the highest form of in- 
vestment—making a life. 

There is no life outside of Jesus Christ. Oh, we 
may have something that we think is living for a few 
short years, but to really live—it takes Jesus Christ and 
His way of life at the very center of the heart. 

Realizing that under all the sham and follies of the 
outer surface of every young man and woman there is 
that desire to live a life of the highest good. Therefore, 
may we prayerfully think on the theme, “The Invested 
Life.” 


Suggested Program 

Hymn: “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” 

Psalm 32 

Gloria Patri 

Hymn: “Jesus! The Very Thought of Thee” 

Scripture: I Corinthians 12:4-12, 27, 28 : 

Prayer: O Father in Heaven, unto whom all praise is due, we, Thy 
children, bow before Thee with thankful hearts, that Thou has 
visited us with a Saviour that has given us the way of life; and 
we pray that by Thy Spirit we may look in our lives and take 
stock in order that we may know that our lives were given 
by Thee for a purpose and with this purpose Thou in Thy love 
has given us the spiritual food with which we can obtain that 
goal in life. This is our humble prayer in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Presentation of Topic: ‘Taking Stock” 

Read: (Repeat in unison from memory, if possible) The First 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed and its meaning. To show that 
life and all we have is a gift of God and for which we are to 
spend this life in Thanksgiving, Praise, Service and Obedience 
to God, our Father. 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer 

Taking Stock 
If we are interested in investing our lives, we must 
first come to a real understanding of what our life is and 
the power we are given with which we may develop our 
investment. In order to do this we must take stock. 
As I am preparing these topics several men in my 
congregation have called to inform me that a meeting of 
a committee of the Church had to be postponed because 
their company is taking stock. I asked, “Why are you 
taking stock now and not at the end of the year?” The 
answer was something like this: We will take it again 
then, but we can’t run business like so many people run 
their lives. We have to always know where we are, the 
amount of stock on hand, the liabilities against the com- 
pany and take steps to strengthen the business. This 
check up is the barometer by which we learn where we 
stand. Those words struck me. Business is continually 
working, planning and checking itself in order that it 
may reach the highest peak of efficiency. The Church, 
the Congregation, the Organizations and the Individual 
ee are so prone to just move along in the path 
= least effort and hope that in some way to accomplish 
ae ee in life. We realize that there is no sure way 

Hae: we can Procure the spirituality of the Christian 

nurch at-large. There is a way, whereby we individual 


Christians can, if we will. Paul, in I Corinthians 11:28, 
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says, “Let a man examine himself.’ Examine ourselves 
on the standards of Jesus Christ. 


Personal Stock 
(To Leader: Following questions use for discussions.) 


1. At once I think of that question in James 4:14, 
“What is your life?” Think on that, dear friend. Is 
your life merely an existence of aimless activity bound 
on one side by the cradle and on the other by the grave? 
Is it like the animal whose whole aim is food and 
shelter? Perhaps you answer indignantly, “No!” Well, 
what is it? Yes, it is true, we have a mind to use and 
we are capable of planning and scheming. But why? 

There are certain possibilities in every life. To each 
life God gives at least one talent. Are you living the 
richest, fullest and largest life possible? Or are you 
living a narrow, selfish life that is disappointing to 
your Maker? What is your life? That is the first ques- 
tion you must answer. 


2. What kind of food are you feeding your life? 
As we check our personal life this is indeed an important 
question. Do you crave only material food? If so, you 
are living only a physical life and no mere physical life 
is a true human life. There is a hunger in every human 
life that material food can not satisfy. Jesus raised this 
question when He asked, “Is not the life more than 
food?” Oh, friend, are you satisfied with merely earthly 
things or is there something within you that cries for 
the things of God? Does your soul sigh: 

“O Bread of life from heaven 
To weary pilgrims given”? 

3. What is God’s Idea of My Life? Timothy ans- 
wers this question in I Timothy 2:4. God’s idea of my 
life and the lives of all men is that we be saved and 
brought into the truth. Salvation is the supreme pur- 
pose of our existence. To receive this salvation we must 
have a living, active faith in God through Christ Jesus. 
Have I the same purpose for my life as God has? That 
is the question. If so, then my life must begin and end 
in Jesus Christ—the true invested life. 

4. How may I test my purpose in life with the 
purpose of God? The first truth is to realize that you 
are saved to serve. Not to fritter away your time in 
indolence. Do you live to serve? Whom do you serve? 
“Ve can not serve God and mammon.” 

As we have considered the above questions we must 
bow our heads and beat upon our breasts for we have 
failed to live a life invested to the highest good—Jesus 
Christ. 

What Has God To Offer? 

The picture of our lives after taking stock of self 
seems to be very gloomy—and I hope we realize it. 
Nevertheless, there is sunshine waiting to send its 
rays into every heart. Our Father in Heaven has much 
to offer, if we will but receive it. 

God is the Giver of life and He has made us in His 
own image. Surely, He will not stand by and see any 
of us—no not one—just' waste away without giving us 
those things needful to real living Just as He gives us 
material things He bestows upon us those things need- 
ful to overcome the sins and drag-nets of ruination that 
the world is ever casting upon us. 

First, because of His great love for us He has given 
His Son, Jesus Christ. Through this Son we have the 
one avenue of salvation for our sin-ridden souls. The 
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salvation came—we can accept it only through faith. 
We can not earn it. Remember this faith is not a lip 
faith, but a living, acting, serving faith. 
Jesus’ sake only. . 

Besides giving us so great a salvation God has be- 
stowed upon each of us talents (abilities to express our 
faith in God). To some He bestows one talent; to others 
more. These talents vary in individuals. To some are 
given the power of leadership, to some power to preach 
and teach the Word, to some serving in labor and etc. 
But the same God gives them and He gives to each of 
us. Let us remember that in the distribution of these 
gifts God also gives the power to use them. To no in- 
dividual has God given a single talent and not given the 
power to put it into use. 

Receiving these gifts by which we may develop our 
lives and faith let us ever remember that they are not 
given to us for our own selfish use. Every talent is 
given for the common good of all. When we use our 
talents for the selfish purpose of self we are in as bad 
a way as the man who took his one talent and buried it. 
For God will assuredly take from us. To use our talents 
for any purpose other than for the welfare and advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of God is to fall short of God’s 
purpose for our life 


How May I Develop the Gifts of God? 

The spiritual: gifts are given by God and we can 
only develop them in our lives to the degree that we use 
them as God wills. There is no power outside of the 
means of Grace—The Word and Sacraments. Only as 
we study and live God’s Word can we understand God’s 
place in life for us. We may develop our lives and in- 
vest them to God only by using every means He has 
given us. If you will live an Invested Life, you must 
read and study God’s Word regularly, pray without 
ceasing, partake of the Sacrament faithfully and use your 
time and means in His service. 


Serving for 
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January 8, 1939 
First Sunday in Epiphany 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTING LIFE 
Romans 12:3-8 
(By Rev. George F. Hart, Atlanta, Ga.) 


Suggested Program 
Prelude: (Play several familiar Missicn Hymns) 
Silent Prayer: (Softly play “Sweet Hour of Prayer’’) 
Hymn: “Beautiful Saviour” 
Scripture: Romans 12:3-8 
Hymn: ‘‘Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” : 
Praver: (Use as a prayer the words of Hymn 155 in P. S. H.) 
Topic: “Opportunities for Invested Life” ‘ ; : ; ; 
Repeat Second Article of Creed and its meaning with view in mind 
to realize the service of Christ for us and to know that we are 
placed here to serve Him. ; 
Hymn: “O Christians! Leagued Together”’ 


This topic is not being presented with any idea in 
view as to the selection of one’s life work in the field 
of material things, but with the purpose in mind to 
direct our lives into channels of service in the Kingdom 
of God. After all is said and done there is but one 
vocation in life for a Christian and that is being a Chris- 
tian—all these other things are merely avocations. Be- 
fore we can hope to serve we must find out who is to 


serve? Whom are we to serve? And why are we to 
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serve? 1 shall never forget the first time I saw the em- 
blem of the Inner Mission Board of the United Lutheran 
Church and the impression it made upon me. It was in 
a Bible class room and a very excellent booth was pre- 
pared for the purpose of inspiring Personal Evangelism 
and Service. In the center of the booth was a large dup- 
licate of the emblem. At the top of the board were these 
words, “By This Sign Conquer.’ Under these words was 
the cross. On the perpendicular was the word, ‘“‘Individ- 
ual” and on the cross-piece the word, “Service.” Break- 
ing forth from behind the cross as a mighty wind were 
the words: “All For Jesus’ Sake.” In this one poster 


we have the whole story told for the Invested Life. 


(To the Leader: Take a large piece of card board and near the 
top print the words, “By This Sign Conquer.’’) 


Who Is To Serve? 


(To the Leader: Have another piece of cardboard made into 
the perpendicular of the cross with the word ‘Individual’? written 
upon it. Thumb tack this in the center of the large board under 
the words “By This Sign Conquer.’’) 


This piece of cardboard points upward and ever up- 
ward. The individual is ever to aspire upward—to “grow 
in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” There 
is no limit in the growth of the individual, for where 
there is life in Christ—He gives life more abundantly. 
The individual in aspiring upward to Christ is fulfilling 
the first great commandment, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
Thy God with all thy heart, mind and soul.” 

God has selected man as the medium through which 
His salvation is to be loosed among the peoples of the 
earth. There is no call for mass service in the com- 
mands of Jesus—the call is individual. The individual is 
the key of God’s plan To every child that comes to know 
Him as Lord and Saviour He gives a part in the great 
work of the Kingdom. 

Therefore, inasmuch as we believe in Him and have 
called Him Saviour and Master it is our solemn duty to 
serve Him. The Church as we commonly look upon it, 
can only serve its purpose as far as we individuals serve. 

This perpendicular also makes the letter “J” and 
we often think of the big “I” as the mark of selfish 
conceit. This may have been true but upon this “JT” 
Jesus laid the crossbar of “Service.” 


(To the Leader: Take another piece of cardboard made into 
the size of the cross piece of the cross and have the word ‘Service’ 
written upon it and thumb tack it to form the cross.) 


If it is through the perpendicular that we catch the 
vision of loving God above all things, then truly the 
crosspiece of “Service” marks the second Commandment, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor.’ Who is thy neighbor? 
Your neighbor is any person that you can help or your 
neighbor is all things created ia the image of God. Jesus 
was the Individual who perfectly walked with God, the 
Father. Jesus was the Individual who perfectly walked 
in service to His fellowman. We are Christians—that js 
to be Christ-like. We, individually, are ever to aspire to 
love God with our whole hearts—but if we will—we 


must serve Him by serving those for whom He died 

(To the Leader: From the center of the cros 
angle one word—Upper-left, 
“Jesus ;”’ 


‘ i S write at each 
“All;” upper-right, “ 7? 
lower-right, ‘“Sake.’’) ; Mer eme Sa OR lower-left, 


Only as we interpret our whole. life upon the saving 
truth, “All for Jesus’ Sake,” can we hope to attain to any 
degree the truly “Invested Life.” Living without sery- 
ing God and Fellowman is no living. We are truly 
“Saved to Serve” Then comes the ott asked question 
“What Can I Do?” 
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Young friends, God, Himself, will open the avenues 
of service as you understand His plans. This can be 
done only by our faithfully walking with Him and talk- 
ing with Him. Those who have caught the true meaning 
of Christ in their lives see hundreds of needs for serv- 
ice. They most likely need guidance in the selection 
of the field of service and study to carry out the form 
of service. But surely they see them. To know Christ 
as your Personal Saviour and the Saviour of the world 
is to see Christ-like paths of service to trod. If you 
see not opportunities of service, I am fearful you have 
not learned Christ. 


Paths of Service 

In our Scripture lesson we find Paul admonished the 
Romans to do the work in the Church that God calls 
them to do in humility. It is to be seriously doubted 
that one of us present has not been asked to do some 
task in the work of the Church. Have we done it? If 
not, we have missed a golden opportunity of service. 
The paths of service we can not number, many of them 
we see—but we never will do them until we have caught 
the true vision of Christ Jesus. 


The Christian Church is like the human body. As 
each part of the body plays a very important part in the 
function of human life so each individual in the con- 
gregation—yea in the whole Christian Society—has some 
form of service to render. How the individual performs 
his service to the body of the Church is a direct picture 
of what can be expected of the Church. Let us then use 
our gifts in service, realizing that our failure is holding 
back the great work of the Lord. 


If we have the power to preach, then preach; if the 
power to teach, then teach; and if given the power to 
use it. Make not the mistake and think the only service to 
be rendered is a service that takes place in the Church 
building. Therein we have only a limited amount. Jesus 
did little in the synagogue. He served most in the actual 
living of life among men. You can invest and serve best 
in your daily life by doing the ordinary task in an extra- 
ordinary way of love and faith in your Lord and to the 
uplift of human life. 

“Is your place a small place? 
Tend it with care! 
He set you there. 


“Is your place a large place? 
Guard it with care. 
He set you there. 


“Whate’er your place, it is 
Not yours alone, but His 
Who set you there.”—John Oxenham 


Questions 

, 1. Is the greatest good for the Church done in 
mass movement or through the work of “individuals 2” 

Zeeiasman opportunity for service been given to 
each member of our League? Our Congregation? 

3. How do you think we can better our system of 
offering opportunities of service to our members? 

4. Does Daily Bible Reading promote the desire to 
serve? 


5. Service is helping. Does your life help others to 
see Christ? 
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January 15, 1939 
Second Sunday in Epiphany 
RECORDS (GOD KEEPS THE BOOKS) 
Malachi 3:16; 4:2 
(By Rev. George F, Hart, Atlanta, Ga.) 


Suggested Program 


Hymn: “Lord With Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee” 

Psalm 91 

Prayer: (Sing as prayer) Hymn 212 P, S. H. 

Presentation of Topic 

Repeat: The Third Article of the Creed and its meaning. Witna 
view in mind to see until we give our lives over to the Holy 

_ Spirit we stand condemned before God. 

Silent Prayer 

Hymn: “Forth In Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 


I once heard two men talking about the business of 
their company and one of them passed the remark, 
“Well, aiter all, we are accountable only to the Board 
of Directors.” This statement is one that we often make 
in one form or another, but the fact from which we can 
not get away is that our life is accountable to one Per- 
son—God Almighty. 

Our Life 

God has created each of us and entrusted us with a 
soul or life. He has given to us the power to use this 
life as we desire, however, in His Word we are told 
over and over again that this life is to be invested in 
doing His will. We may use it for our own selfish de- 
sires if we wish, but in doing this we are cast from His 
grace, 

For the past two Sundays we have discussed the 
theme, “The Invested Life,’ and I trust that we have 
come to realize that the only true living is that living 
found in Jesus Christ. 

God’s Record 

Every thought we have, every word that we utter 
and every deed we do is done within the sight of God. 
There is no way for us to get out of His sight. Re- 
member, Adam and Eve tried ever so hard to hide them- 
selves from God, but to no avail. Our lives are open 
books before the Almighty. It is upon the records of 
God’s book that we present our lives to Him at judg- 
ment At that time we have nothing in our hands. We 
stand before Him on the life that we live. 

Therefore, it is our solemn duty as well as for our 
personal welfare to live our lives according to God’s 
standard and not the standards of men. We poor hu- 
mans spend far more time figuring what man may 
think, than what God wills. We are to judge not our 
lives on any plan other than God’s plan. Neither are 
we to judge other persons’ lives. God keeps the Books 
and upon His record alone we stand and fall. 


We Can Not Earn Life 

Gather not that we can earn any salvation by our 
actions. For try ever so hard our thoughts, words and 
deeds will reach their highest marking on the wrong 
side of the record book. The few services rendered to 
God and our fellowmen will never compare with the 
acts of unkindness and selfishness that we write upon 
the pages of God’s record, Therefore, we have no power 
to earn eternal life. 
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What God Puts Into the Book 

Seeing that the man He had created had turned 
from Him and choosen the things of the world, God 
in His love, gave unto this man a Saviour who is Christ 
the Lord. Jesus, His only begotten Son, came into this 
world without sin and lived among men without sin and 
then He poured out this perfect life on the Cross for the 
redemption of sinful man. This Saviour stands ready 
to be placed in our account if we desire Him. 

God has made possible our salvation and He has 
given us an example of God-like living in His Son. To 
each of us He offers this salvation if we will become 
His faithful child. Our only saving record is Christ 
and our faith in Him. 


We Stand or Fall on Our Faith 

This faith is not a lip faith, Remember, Jesus said, 
“Not every one that calleth me Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into heaven, but he that believeth in me and my Father 
that sent me.” “If ye love me, ye will keep my com- 
mandments.” These commandments are many and call 
forth our love, service and. obedience. : 

It doesn’t take faith to be scared into service. It 
doesn’t take faith to show an outward love—the hypo- 
crits do that. It is faith only when we believe this way 
to be the only way and then serve to bring others into 
the joy of the Lord. 

When I cast my eyes about me and see so many 
young people who claim they have faith in God and can 
utterly disregard His Word, His Worship and His 
Service, I shudder. You have no faith in God unless you 
believe in Him and believe what He says and do it. 

Our faith tells us the answer to our question, “Is 
my life invested in God?” Our lives are invested when 
we realize that we have sinned and done evil in God’s 
sight and are sorry for our sins. Then by going to 
God seeking forgiveness and to know this forgiveness 
comes only through Christ Jesus. If you stand in this 
relationship with God, you will love Him, His Word, 
His Church, you will desire to do His Will and engage 
in His service. Until this is your desire you have not 
invested your life in Christ Jesus. 


Thoughts on the Topic 


Every now and then someone says a topic 
like this is not practical. It does not deal with 
the present. Ideas like that are mistaken. It has 
a lot to do with the present. We live glibly on, 
not thinking God is taking account not only of 
what we do but of what we do not do; not only 
of evil either, but of good. The Scripture and 
Bible Readings selected contain more of encour- 
agement that God remembers our good than of 
condemnation. The important thing to remember 
is that everything counts. There is no “time out” 
in life. That is why ‘the Bible says that we shall 
have to give account ‘of every thoughtless word 
we say—clearly of every thoughtless deed we do. 
Someone has pointed out that more harm is done 
by carelessness than by evil intent. God cannot 
let such things pass. 

Psychologists say that nothing experienced or 
imagined is ever lost. Through hypnosis or other 
means it can be recalled..One of the means psy- 
chiatrists use in restoring:.certain types of mental 
illness is to enable the patient to relive some ex- 
perience in which he went wrong or came out 
defeated, over again and to come out right and 
then he is cured. Many little ways people have 
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and trends of thought go back to forgotten ex- 
periences. They need only the right situation to 
make them vivid again, like certain chemicals on 
a film. 

Christ teaches very plainly as does the whole 
Bible that this is primarily a moral universe. It 1s 
moral before it is mechanical. We often think the 
other way, but in that we are mistaken, Wrong 
choices must be rectified. They cannot be left 
pass. Judgment is really judgment—passing sen- 
tence on responsibility misused. And every mo- 
ment brings its own responsibility. We cannot 
live it again. It is eternally valid now and then 
eternally gone. So it is plain—record is kept. 

We all know that we have not kept our rec- 
ord clean. We are all pretty sure that there is 
more of evil than good in our own lives. The 
balance is surely against us. That is why Christ 
came, and offered to straighten up the record. None 
can save himself. But Christ can and does save. 
Sins are blotted out and new life given. So Jesus 
can say that when anyone trusts Him, he has 
passed out of condemnation into life. The record 
is there and it is black. Christ is there and makes 
the record clean. He is able to present us, fault- 
less, before God’s throne, and He will, if we trust 
Him. That, too, is written in the book. Where 
is your name written? In the book of Life which 
the Lamb presents? That is a present practical 
problem. It is indeed a fundamental problem. For 
until you are right with God you cannot be right 
in any other way or do anything really worth- 
while. 


Bibliography 
P. B. Bull: Science and Faith on Life, Death and Immortality” 
(Faith Press) 
Wm. A. Brown: The Christian Hope (Scribners) 
Jos. Siump: Bible Teachings, Chapters 25, 26 (ULCA) 
G. H. Gerberding: Lutheran Fundamentals, part V (Augustana) 
H. E. Jacobs: Summary, chapters 35-40 (ULCA) 


January 22, 1939 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 


BOOK STUDY 
I Corinthians 15 :45-58 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Luther League of America) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Zion” 
Read responsively: Psalm 28 
Hymn: “Christ for the World We Sing’’ 
Announce the Topic 
Prayer: For the congregation and its work; for unity and harmony 
among its members; for greater devotion and loyalty; for the 
work of the United Lutheran Church; for a greater spirit of 
unity among all Christians; for those who are laboring in the 
various fields of service of the Church at home and abroad. 
Introduction by the Leader: The Reading Course is a regular part 
of our Luther League work. Each year a list of books is sug- 
gested by the Educational Committee as proper and beneficial 
reading. Two lists are suggested for Intermediates and Seniors. 
(Copies of these lists can be procured free of cost by sending 
your 1equest to The Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.) 
The purpose of our topic is two-fold: First, to introduce the 
general subject of reading, and secondly, to acquaint ourselves 
with one of the books in the Reading Course. 


Announcements 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
Prayer and Lord’s Praver 
GOOD READING 
Shall We Read? 

That’s a foolish question! I seem to hear someone 
say that right away. Shall we read? How can we help 
ourselves? Don’t we spend much of our school time 
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reading? Shall we read, indeed! Better ask, how can we 
eet away from all this reading? 

- Yes, it is true that we do much reading while we 
are in school, and it is to be hoped that all young 
people realize what a privilege that is! The wise man 
said, “Reading maketh a full man,” and we should surely 
be glad that we can read! 

But it is not so-called “required reading” that we 
are thinking about tonight. It is pleasure-reading, that 
is, the kind of reading that we do in our spare time, 
when we sit down and read purely for our own pleasure 
and amusement, Shall we do that kind of reading? 

The answer is most emphatically “yes.” Reading for 
pleasure, for amusement, for profit, belongs just as much 
to our spare time activities as anything else. Of course, 
we'll use some sense. A young “book worm”’ is just as 
foolish as an older one! God didn’t make our noses for 
the purpose of having them buried in a book all the 
time. But along with all the other worthwhile things 
which belong to our program of recreation, belongs also 
reading. 

Perhaps it would not be a bad idea at all if we 
had a certain amount of time set aside every day for 
systematic, useful reading. 


What Shall We Read? 

Our second question is just as important as the 
first. What shall we read? There are both ““do’s” and 
don’t’s” to be considered here. 

There is a great deal of reading material which we 
should leave strictly alone! The printing presses of the 
world are busy twenty-four hours a day turning out 
things to read, and much of it were better unprinted. So 
it gets to be quite a problem to know what to read! 

Some things belong on “the forbidden list” of all 
Christians, forbidden by their own Christian sense. Here 
we are thinking of the things definitely unwholesome. 
Filthy stories and questionable articles are out! 

Then there are other books and magazines which 
are just a waste of time. We may not be able to point 
to anything in them and say that it is definitely filthy or 
that it necessarily leads our minds in the wrong channel. 
It just isn’t worth the time and effort that it takes to 
get it read! We'll avoid that kind of reading. 

But then there are some “do’s” also. he first is 
that The Book comes first. It is not the purpose of our 
discussion just now to deal with Bible reading. In 
March we'll spend our time studying the theme, “God's 
Word.” That will give us an opportunity to speak more 
on the subject of our most important type of reading. 
Here we shall just notice that nothing takes the place 
of daily Bible reading. 

Next to Bible reading probably comes the reading 
of devotional literature. This is literature which “edi- 
fies,” that is, which builds up our Christian life. Per- 
sonally, I believe that every young person should regu- 
larly read devotional books. You will find a devotional 
book in the Reading Course. 

Then follow: mission literature, that we may get our 
eyes lifted up to see others. 

Books of information should not be forgotten. The 
more you know, the stronger you will be. And we must 
not forget that Christian books of fiction—story—books, 
in other words—have their place in the Christian’s read- 
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ing. We shall use one of them as a sample of what we 
can find on the 1939 Reading Course. 
—BETTER LEAGUES 


Leader—will present the Book Study on “The Work 
of the Lord,” by W. H. Greever, D.D., LL.D., Secretary 
of the The United Lutheran Church in America. 


Note—If possible, this book should be read by the person pre- 
senting the study and very little attention given to the following 
report intended mainly for Leagues where they will not be able to 
read the book. Comments on the various quotations can be made 
in the course of presentation. 


BOOK STUDY 

I. Workers with God. The Work of the Lord. 

“The Work of the Lord is more a work with the 
ordethan ton the Word: 

Through personal relationship with God we become 
one in purpose, motive and principle. 

“In the Lord’s work God bestows His gifts of 
mercy and grace by inspiration, and when man makes 
response, it is as the translation of his aspirations into 
action.” 

When Christ lives in us the heart expels everything 
inconsistent with it, and impels to every good in the 
purpose of the Lord. 

“Even Christ cannot truly enter our hearts unless 
we have already accepted the Holy Spirit.” The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of Truth and guides us into all truth. 

The vital relationship between man and God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, is of prime importance and should 
have the highest concern of every one who has an in- 
terest in “the work of the Lord.” 

Dr. Greever then goes on to say that in the work 
of the Lord: “Trust in God is the basis. Love for God 
is the motive. Hope is the inspiration.” 


II. Resources for the Work 

Divine Power. “Divine resources are effective in the 
service of Christians.” They are absolutely necessary; 
they are dispensed by the Holy Spirit; they are immedi- 
ately available; they are always effective when employed 

Human Personality. ‘“‘Human personality becomes 
an actual resource in the work of the Lord by its vol- 
untary dedication according to Christian character.” 

Adapted means. “The means so designated are 
adapted to the needs of those to whom God would 
minister, and to the conditions of those through whom 
His work is to be done.” 

What are some of the means at our disposal to be 
adapted to meet the needs? Get answers and compare 
with Dr. Greever’s. 

Adjusted methods. The ministry of the Word by 
preaching, by administering the Sacraments, teaching, 
witnessing and ministry of mercy. 

“The cooperative agency through which this work 
is done is the Church.” 


III. Christian Worship, Leadership, Stewardship 

In these three chapters the author emphasizes the 
importance of this three “ships” in the work of the 
Lord. In worship there is a supreme privilege and a 
supreme responsibility with a supreme challenge to 
personal religion. 

In leadership there must be cooperation. Coopera- 
tion requires organization. Efficiency in organized co- 
operation requires leadership. Dr. Greever points out 
some very necessary qualifications for Christian leader- 
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ship. Such as absolute loyalty to Christ. Clear vision. 
Conviction and courage. Purpose and poise. 

In Christian Stewardship, the author points out the 
essence of Christian Stewardship as a personal relation- 
ship to God, man, things, the Church, showing its ele- 
ments, its ethics, its exercise. 


IV. The chapters 7-11 are concerned with the work of 
the Christian congregation; missions in Christian 
and non-Christian lands and missions of mercy. 

The Christian should recognize these facts: 

1. That, however definite a local sphere may be for 
a congregation, the congregation is a part of the Church 
with a world-wide mission. 

2. That the relationship between the congregation 
and the whole Church is so vital as to make death cer- 
tain for the congregation which seeks separation. Like- 
wise for the individual Christian. 

3. That separation and self-centeredness are just as 
sinful for a congregation as selfishness is for the in- 
dividual person. 

4. That the work of the Lord is one work, a part 
of which may be called “congregational,” and a part 
“general’—a practical designation but no vital division. 

5. That the only full, satisfying life of the Chris- 
tian is participation in the world-wide work of the 
Church through his congregation as the medium. 

This is a summary of the distinctive characteristics 
of the Christian mission of mercy, which makes it unique 
in the Christian Church: 

1. It is unique in its motive—pure unselfish love. 

2. It is unique in contrast to governmental and 
non-Christian “social service,’ in intent and content. 

3. It is unique in its major significance—a service 
to the soul. 

4. It is unique in its means—the Means of Grace, 
with whatever physical means it may use in common 
with other agencies of relief. 

5. It is unique in the sponsorship under which it 
operates—the Christian Church. 


V. The last two chapters deal with Christian Educa- 
tion and Social relationships. In the chapter on 
Social relationships the author deals with conduct 
of the Christian in non-Christian contacts and 
relationship in everyday life. 

“The Christian strives for asolute purity, in thought, 
word and deed.” 

“Tn fixed attitudes and practices the Christian main- 
tains temperance.” 

“What should be the attitude and action of the 
Christian in reference to such popular public move- 
ments?” “The practice of Christian religion in business 
is a most difficult problem for many people.” 

“Industry is a form of business which presents 
peculiar problems in Christian ethics, because of the 
human relationships involved.” 

Government is necessary for the establishment and 
maintenance of social order. The Christian represents 
citizenship in its most ideal form. 

Close the presentation with the prayer recorded in 
Hebrews 13:20, 21. 

Should there be enough interest manifested in this 
study it may be continued or a study group could be 
organized to study the book. 
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January 29, 1939 
Transfiguration 
INVESTING LIFE IN THE FOREIGN FIELD 
Acts 16:9-12 ‘ 
(By Rey. Frederick H. Bloch, Oklahoma City, Okla.) 
Materials 


This is the Epiphany season of the Church year, the time. when 
we especially pray for, give to, and study about Foreign Missions 
in our United Lutheran Church. You should obtain the following 
material: “In Seven Nations,’ “The Annual Report of Foreign 
Missions of the United Lutheran Church for 1938,” brochures pub- 
lished by the Board for this Epiphany season, The Report of the 
Board of Foreign Missions in the Minutes of the United Lutheran 
Church for 1938, from your pastor’s library or from the Board of 
Foreign Missions, 18 East Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore, Md. 

Special materials on Liberia from the Women’s Missionary 
Society, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Suggested Program 

Sing: “Christ for the World We Sing” 

Read responsively Psalm 2 é ; 

Prayer: O Almighty and Everlasting God who didst love us foreign- 
ers, to the extent of sending Thy Beloved Son as the first 
Foreign Missionary to a lost and dark world, we thank Thee 
and pray that the light of the Epiphany Star may ever lead and 
guide our steps in the program and zeal of missions. Lift our 
eyes, we pray Thee, to the higher and more obedient peaks of 
vision and unselfish missionary endeavor. Quicken our hearts 
our minds with a keener hunger and desire to know and do Thy 
will. Grant us, dear Lord, a part in the coming of Thy King- 
dom and the doing of Thy will as faithful and obedient children 
of the Heavenly Father. This we pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

Sing: ‘Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” 

Read the Scripture: Acts 16:9-12 F 

The Topic: Presented by the leader and others appointed to take 
sub-topics leading up to: 

Discussion: Should be directed so as to prepare a way for the 
volunteering of life, the making of a sacrificial offering to the 
cause through the Church channel and a deeper study into the 
great work of Foreign Missions. 

The Challenge to Life Service in the Foreign Field, presented in a 
few minutes (4) by Life Service Secretary or someone in his place. 

The Tie-up with the Church Program—Request the pastor or the 
chairman of the committee vested with the cause of Church 
Causes to present the part the League may have in the plan of 
the congregation toward this end of Investment for Foreign Service. 


I. Wise Investment is the Result of Vision 

“Where there is no vision the people perish” is one 
of the basic and most precious gems among the numer- 
ous jewels of Proverbs. When we read of the lamentable 
conditions which prevailed in Israel at the close of Eli’s 
leadership in Judges, we also note that the writer adds, 
“There was no open vision in those days.” People were 
not atune to God and as a result there was decadence and 
degeneration and anxiety. How different is the setting of 
our lesson this evening. We are ushered before the very 
stage of the Holy Ghost and about us we see a pan- 
orama of visions and miracles which literally ‘turn the 
world upside down.’ This vision of St. Paul began a 
new era that opened Europe for the glorious message 
of the Gospel, Luke tells us that human reason had 
led them to determine to go the other way, to Bithynia, 
but ‘the Spirit suffered them not’.” 

The Acts is full of visions; that to Ananias, Acts 
9:10-16; that to Cornelius in Caesarea, Acts 10:1-6; that 
to Peter on the house-top in Joppa, Acts 10:9-16; this 
vision to Paul; another to Paul in Corinth, Acts 18:9-10; 
another to Paul on ship-board, Acts 27:23, 24. 

It was even as Peter, in his sermon at Pentecost, 
had said it would be, quoting from the prophet Joel 
(Acts 2:17): “Your young men shall see visions.” These 
visions changed the course of history, eclipsed the world 
power of Rome and Christianized the world. 

Wherever St. Paul went he witnessed to the mes- 
sage of the Gospel and he visualized a congregation. 
He was literally aflame with the zeal of the Gospel 
and others caught the spirit and the zeal from him. That 
is the background of leaders like Timothy, Titus, Barna- 
bas and Mark. But let us look at St. Paul’s method 
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in developing the setting for visions. We note first of 
all that he went into the thick of the battle and was busy 
in the work at Ephesus when this vision came to him. 
He saw first hand the conditions of a lost world and he 
saw the change which came by the preaching of the 
Gospel. If we are to see visions of Foreign Work, we 
must “roll up our sleeves” and enter into the field by 
serving, reading and study; we must learn to sympathize 
and feel with the loving touch and heart of the One who 
has given us the great commission to “go.” This means 
the carrying out of systematized courses of study on 
missions and a circulating library. Rev. Louis Albert 
Banks, D.D., gives this fitting illustration: 

“A nominal Christian saw an old man, diseased and 
worn and literally clothed in rags, who sat by the way- 
side, an object of pity; yet he never uttered a word, 
but simply sat there. The Christian was struck by this 
abject misery, but as no appeal was made he passed 
on, Yet haunted by the man’s woebegone appearance, 
he came back and asked, ‘Are you in want?’ And the 
old man replied, ‘O, sir! I am sick and cold and hungry.’ 
‘Then,’ said the gentleman, ‘Why don’t you beg?’ And 
the old man, stretching out his worn, wasted hands and 
looking at his rag-covered body, said, ‘Sir, I am beg- 
ging with a thousand tongues.’ His misery was begging 
more eloquently than words. And so Macedonia, which 
in fact, perhaps knew nothing about St. Paul at all, and 
was entirely unconscious of its great need of Christ or 
that there was a Christ, by its very unconscious want ap- 
pealed to Paul and brought him to offer help.” 

A little over two decades ago a young man gradu- 
ated from medical school; a bright future awaited him 
in service in this land, but the haunting need and suf- 
fering among the people of Liberia struck him with 
horror. He saw a land as large as the state of Illinois 
with but one hospital and that one not equipped to per- 
form major operations. He also discovered that one 
doctor was compelled to take care of the medical work 
of the whole country and that this one doctor was a 
marked atheist. He saw a land with no trained nurses, 
a land where the witch-doctor and his fetish dominated 
the lives and souls of the people. It was with this vision 
of need that Dr. C. H. Nielsen applied to the Board 
of Foreign Missions for an appointment to Liberia. 
As a pioneer in surgery, the Lord blessed his efforts 
and people came far and wide to this émagic white 
doctor who knew medicine ‘past’? the witch doctor” as 
the native man would say. The blind came and their 
cataracts were removed. The writer has watched the 
expression of joy upon their faces as they would again 
see the light of day. The operating room was in con- 
stant demand and the reputation of this Missionary 
Doctor broke down past prejudices against the Mission 
and brought a steady flow of needy souls to the com- 
pound of the Mission, Native girls completed their 
courses in our splendid E. V. Day Girls’ School to 
enroll in the Nurses’ Training Course and take for their 
life’s work the ministry of nursing. Nor was Dr. Neilsen 
satished with merely the healing of the bodily ailments. 
His life and testimony were a constant witness to the 
new birth through the Holy Spirit and the reality of a 
Saviour’s love. The people marvelled as he would tell 
them about a God who is our Heavenly Father and 
who sends these great blessings because He loves us. 
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“The string of camels come in single file, 
Bearing their burdens o’er the desert sand; 
Swiftly the boats go plying on the Nile, 
The needs of men are met on every hand. 
But still I wait 


For the messenger of God who cometh late. 


I see the cloud of dust rise in the plain, 
The measured tread of troops falls on the ear; 
lhe soldier comes the Empire to maintain, 
Bringing the pomp of war, the reign of fear. 
But still I wait 

Ihe messenger of Peace, He cometh late. 


They set me looking o’er the desert drear, 

Where broodeth darkness as the deepest night; 
From many a mosque there comes the call to prayer; 
I hear no voice that calls on Christ for light. 

But still I wait 

For the messenger of Christ who cometh late.” 


—LUTHERAN WOMAN’S WORK 


II. A Wise Investor Must Yield to the Vision 

There can be no divine guidance without a yield- 
ing obedience to the call or vision. Jesus must have 
had this in mind when He said, “Why call ye me Lord, 
and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46) There 
are always loop-holes in any situation which will leave 
opportunity for excuses. Often it may be the clash of 
one’s will with the Divine will. In the case of the 
Macedonian vision Paul was checkmated and yet by 
yielding he won the game. He was thwarted and it led 
him to his crown. Eager to advance with his good news 
there arose before him the divine “Stop—No Thorough- 
fare.” And yet that hour when he was hindered was the 
very hour when God was honoring him wonderfully, 
and leading him to such a mighty service as at his 
highest vision he had never dreamed of. “We assayed 
to go into Bithynia,’ that is all we are able to say. 
“But the kind Spirit suffered us not.” When we can 
say that, the sting is drawn from pain. 

It was the writer’s privilege to attend the United 
Lutheran Convention at Milwaukee with a heroic mis- 
sionary from our Liberian field, David A. Dagel. At that 
time he had already spent two terms in that land. The 
work had been discouraging, the government was loath 
to grant permission for the establisnment of village 
schools in the interior and budgets were being slashed 
at home. The Lord had blessed his happy marriage with 
two little children and the advice of any physician would 
be not to take them back into that fever-inflicted region 
away from hospitals and medical care, for he had been 
stationed at Sanoyea. (Sanoyea is about one hundred 
miles northeast of the main station. This station is 
reached by four or five days of hammock travel through 
the densest of African jungle) I was impressed by 
his conversation, the determined tone of his response 
to the call of Liberia. He realized now that it meant 
leaving his wife and children at home during the next 
term of service for there was no doctor or hospital at 
Sanoyet. It meant that he would be alone, back in that 
monotonous jungle five days from the last point of 
civilization. But all that was not counted; the march- 
ing orders had been given and already he was counting 
the assured blessings of the One who called. He spoke 
of his “Inquirers Class,” those who had expressed their 
desire to become baptized and ‘“‘go the God way.” These 
were met and taught the “Jesus way” by him and his 
helpers. They were coming from all sides; old and 
young were responding to the call of the gospel. There 
was the village of Payita, where the chief had begged 
so long for a teacher and the establishment of a school. 
Even though it took two or three days to visit that vil- 
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lage and meet with the Inquirers there, he was eager 
to return for there would soon be a thriving congrega- 
tion. New villages were opening up and native teachers 
were being placed to teach and preach the Gospel in 
them. He wanted to get back to visit these points to 
encourage the workers and inspire the believers, Rev. 
Dagel returned to his post. As he kissed his wife and 
little tots goodbye on the wharf in New York little did 
he realize that he would never return. He was found 
at his post of duty until the very last. He made the last 
rounds among these villages with a raging fever and 
a few days later was laid to rest under the peaceful 
palm trees of Sanoyea, 

The carnal mind questioned the advisability of such 
action but the evidence of blessings upon obedience are 
stamped on every report of that station in Liberia’s 
hinterland. A new Church now graces that compound; 
the choice people of the village are members of that 
congregation; village schools are flourishing, and the 
kingdom of God is coming into that long dormant and 
benighted Kpella district of our mission field. Jesus 
said, “Unless you take my cross upon you and learn of 
me ye shall have no part in me.” There must be sacri- 
fice and a cross in this investment in Foreign Service 
or the crown will no doubt be lacking. St. Paul saw the 
vision and “Straightway we sought to go forth into 
Macedonia.” There was no debate, no evasion, no tarry- 
ing, but immediately, as soon as the will of God was 
made known, these true followers of Christ made haste 
to carry it out. Is it any wonder that they “set the 
world upside down” as they were accused of doing? 


III. The Fruits of Foreign Investment 

It is interesting to trace Paul as he followed the 
guidance of this call to Macedonia. We find that in 
reality no one is there to meet him as he lands. There 
is no welcoming committee. In fact there is not even 
one man reported to be interested. He waits until the 
Sabbath and finds that there is not even a meeting 
house in the city of Philippi but that a few ladies gather 
by the riverside for prayer. This was a small beginning 
but Paul did his duty and left the rest to the Lord. The 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia, one of his hearers, to 
the Gospel and “she was baptized and her whole house- 
hold.” From this grew the great congregation in Philip- 
pi. A letter to this congregation by Paul is one of the 
elowing treasures of our New Testament today. 

There is no investment on earth quite as secure 
nor quite as rich in returns as the unselfish investment 
of life for the missionary extension of the Church. It 
was the writer’s privilege to be hospital chaplain when 
Dr. C. H. Nielsen served his last days in Africa. He 
had overworked and the quinine and the adverse climatic 
conditions brought about a complicated physical con- 
dition which caused his death. His eyes lost their 
luster; he coughed and struggled to recover his breath. 
His cheeks grew hollow and his color faded to a death- 
like pallor. I would sit with him and read the Scripture. 
He longed for the Sacrament and appreciated the 
prayers of his fellows. One day while visiting with him 
I spoke of his recovery and his returning to America for 
a rest. He said, “I will never board a vessel again but 
I pray the Lord for strength so that I might relieve 
the patients in the hospital who are waiting for major 


operations.” I thought of him on the very brink of 
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death, yet concerned more about his patients than about 
himself. He died that Sunday morning and all day de- 
voted people came to bring their sympathy gifts to the 
‘Bin a ho,” which is the native 
People gathered from all 
Tears streamed 


family and offer their 
way of saying “Never mind.” 
sections for the funeral that evening. 
down the wrinkled faces of the aged and many were 
there who had been saved from an early grave by his 
unselfish ministry. The old and young were there and 
deep was the sorrow in their hearts over the loss of their 
friend and helper. He had gone back to the Great Mis- 
sionary. He had invested his life and now God is send- 
ing the “increase” in the outstanding medical work of 
multiplying by leaps and 


that mission field, which 1s 


bounds and bringing rich blessings. 
Questions for Discussion 
1. What is the importance of a vision to foreign 
service? 
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2 How is this vision stimulated? What can our 


League do to develop it? 


iu 


How does God call workers for foreign. service 


(os) 


today? 
How should a vision of foreign work effect those 


te 


2 


who cannot go: 
S Ts an excuse ever justifiable before the Lord? 
Explain your answer. 
6. What are the objectives of the Epiphany Ap- 
peal this year? 
7 What must one do to become a foreign mission- 
ary i Our Wa le GAN 
What fields are open in foreign service today? 
9, What portion of the Benevolence goes toward 
Foreign Missions? 
10. How does the Stewardship avenue of service 
correspond to the giving of one’s life? 


moe we OK & 


Intermediate Topics For January 


January 1, 1939 
SETTING MY COURSE 
Hebrews 12:1-4 

This is New Year’s Day. It marks the beginning of 
another span of 365 days. How begin it? That’s the 
question uppermost in all our minds. We think that if 
we begin it right, we will end it right. That’s hardly 
possible, for no one of us can determine altogether the 
course his life will take over so long a span of days. 
Mere resolutions won’t help, that’s sure. There are too 
many cross-roads in a year’s time, cross-roads without 
signs, to say at the outset of the stretch that we will 
absolutely do this or we won't do that. Each day must 
find us with a fresh resolve to do our best and to keep 
our minds and feet on the road ahead. 


Our Course 

Life is spoken of as a race. Since races must be 
set to courses, then we need a Course in which or over 
which our lives must be run. What then shall our life 
course be? We have only one such Course. It is Jesus. 
And He is the Author and Finisher of our life’s course. 
In Him we live, move and have our being. Are you 
satished so far in your short years in having Jesus as 
your life’s Course? Isn't it a great help to know that 
He is running alongside you, pointing out the way as 
you go along this uncertain road we call life. Jesus 
said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.’ What 
more could anyone want for life that Jesus doesn’t offer? 

There are any number of different courses people 
take in life. Whether we admit it or not we all begin 
life at the same starting point. We begin with God, for 
is not He our Creator? But what strange routes some 
people take, and to what strange ends they come to! 
John Oxenheim, in a bit of verse, points out three ways 
men can take. Carefully read and ponder over them: 


“To every man there openeth 

A Way, and ways, and a Way. 

And the High Soul climbs the High Way 
And the Low Soul gropes the Low; 
And in between on the misty flats 


The rest drift to and fro. 

But to every man there openeth 
A High Way and a Low. 

And every man decideth 

The Way his soul shall go.” 


Keep on the Course 

By far more youth get off their course in later 
years and never come back to it than is represented in 
the number who never followed the straight course in 
their early life and find it in adulthood. The time to get 
on the right course is when one is young, and to stay 
on it. Once off it the chances of ever getting back on 
again are slim. It isn’t worth the gamble. And even 
though one does succeed he is stronger for having re- 
mained in the course, than he would be if he left it 
and returned again. The Lord is worthy of our best 
efforts all the time, and certainly His cause is served 
best by those who are on the job all the time, than by 
those who go off on a spiritual vacation. 


Fill Your Duffel Bag Full 

The Christian’s course is a long onexand requires 
planning ahead to supply oneself with the needed equip- 
ment to keep going onward. When a sailor goes off to 
sea he usually does not know for how long. His only 
baggage is called a “Duffel Bag.” It is a canvas bag 
with a draw string at the opening. Into this bag goes 
all the sailor may take along on the cruise. And he must 
take enough to last him for the entire time away, He 
can’t write home for extra supplies if he runs out, for 
out at sea there is no postal service. When we start out 
on our course we, like the sailor, must fill our “duffel 
bags” from the start for the entire time we are away. 
What to put into your “duffel bag:” 

1. Put in ambition. It’s the lazy boy and girl who 
drops out of school. It’s the lazy soldier who deserts the 
army. It’s the lazy player who lays down in a game. 
The fellow with ambition always gets ahead. The normal 
condition of youth should be one of overflowing with 
life, with the determination to make the team and to 
Star if possible. It should be one’s ambition not to be 
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outdone or outrun by another. A student went to col- 
lege with the ambition to win the valedictory. He 
placed a big “V” above the door of his room as a re- 
minder. At the end of four years he realized his am- 
bitions. 

Ambition implies and requires the losing of self, 
That was the type of Christ’s ambition. Where personal 
ambition robs others of happiness and the same chance 
of winning as you desire for yourself, it is no longer 
ambition, but selfishness and greed. “Ambition to make 
the debate team came to a high school student. Before 
the try-out he slipped into an empty room, got down on 
his knees and prayed that he might make the team, not 
for his own glory, but that his life might count for more 
in a Christian way among his friends.” That young man 
Was running the Course by the only means that will 
keep one true to the Course—he prayed that his am- 
bition might be shared by others. 

2. Put into your “duffel bag” truthfulness. Read 
Ephesians 4:25. The course upward of a wall can only 
be made “true” with the aid of a plumb line. Likewise, 
our Course through life needs the plumb line of Christ’s 
teachings to keep it true. It is so easy and so advan- 
tageous to be untruthful that unless we keep constant 
check on ourselves we easily become out of line. 

Lying works more ills than we imagine. While a 
lie may protect us for the moment, it can’t be depended 
upon to safeguard us forever. For one lie must be fol- 
lowed by another, and sooner or later we get caught. 
“Truth for truth’s sake” is the only motto worthy of the 
name. What if one could lie his way through life with- 
out danger of getting caught, is it not a dreadful thing 
to live by lying? 

3. Put in Honesty. Read II Corinthians 8:21, also 
Ephesians 4:28. Truthfulness and honesty are hand- 
maidens. The one produces the other. A person who 
is not truthful is also not honest. Read Acts 5:1-11. 
Herein we see lying and dishonesty teamed together. 
Ask yourself the question put by the apostle Peter in 
Acts 5:4, by phrasing it in these words: “How could 
you think of doing a thing like this?” So much depends 
upon people’s honesty with one another that without it 
society loses its foundation stone. 

4. Put in Justice. Justice means to give unto each 
other his due. Are you giving more attention to one 
friend than to another? Must you, to be just? But, 
supposing you purposely slight a friend in order to win 
favor with another person. Would that be showing jus- 
tice? Remember always that our life's course is made 
easier when we have friends to cheer us on the way. 
Try your best to be a friend. 

5. Put in Purity, Read James 3:17 to learn of the 
fruits of purity. We have it from Jesus that only the 
pure in heart can see God. As we travel along life’s way 
we must mingle with many others, some of whom are 
pure, many others impure and unclean. We will hear 
foul speech, dirty stories, the name of God profaned and 
see all sorts of unclean sights. Since it isn’t possible to 
follow our Course apart from all this, we must live in 
its midst. But if purity is in our hearts and thoughts, 
we need not fear of becoming polluted. For a heart that 
is pure and true is not easily overcome. 

6. Put in Loveliness. One is lovely who does love- 
ly things and has lovely words said about him. The 
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kind acts we perform and the kind words we speak 
make us far more lovely than store-bought loveliness 
can possibly make us. A girl may be ever so homely, 
yet ever so lovely. Loveliness is not what one wears 
on his or her face, be it natural or unnatural, but what 
is worn on the heart. 

What other qualities of the heart and mind do you 
suggest necessary for in the “duffel bag” in making our 
journey along the Course set before us as Christian 
youth? 


January 8, 1939 
DEVELOPING MY PERSONALITY 
John 1:11-14 


Personality is you. It is me. It is that which marks 
one person from another. Now it isn’t just a part of 
you, but all of you—all of me. You have often heard 
this said about a person, especially when he does some- 
thing wrong, “That doesn’t seem like him,” or “I never 
knew him to do such a mean thing before.” That may 
be true, nevertheless, that “undone thing before” is as 
much a part of that person’s personality as are those 
things he says and does every day of his life. 

Personality is made up of a lot of things that are 
you. Your character, both good and bad portions of it; 
your mannerisms, those strange traits so common to all 
of us; your speech; the way you wear your hat; your 
walk; that “giggle” that is ever present, whether called 
for or uncalled for; the style of dressing your hair; the 
way you wear your clothes; how you wipe your chin 
during meals, with your hand instead of using a napkin; 
these and a thousand other “wee” and “big” things go 
to make up your total personality. 

There’s as wide a difference between most two per- 
sonalities, or persons (for personality, put another way, 
is just what a person is), as is day from night. They 
may have certain of the same traits of character, etc., 
but in other respects they differ greatly. One may be 
as noisy as a World War, the other as quiet as a frozen 
stream. One may be serious as a Sphinx, the other as 
gay as a lark. 

Character vs. Reputation 

Character is what one is; reputation is what he is 
thought to be. One may have a good character, yet lies 
and unkind things said of him may so ruin his reputation 
that people come to have no faith in his character. Our 
Saviour was surely a Man with a perfect character, but 
the lies His enemies spoke against Him finally allowed 
the authorities to put Him to death. But, remember this, 
Christ’s character was never hurt, otherwise we would 
not today believe in Him as our Lord and King. 

We can’t sometimes help out our reputations, for no 
matter who the man is he is bound to have some un- 
truths said about him; but we can safeguard our char- 
acters. That is what counts. Therefore, our duty and 
our delight should be to develop our characters—our 
personalities. In fact, every person is obligated to de- 
velop his individuality (which is just another word for 
personality), to endeavor to find the right way of life, 
and to walk in it. You and I have the will to do so; the 
power to be oneself, and not the echo of somebody else, 
nor the reflection of lower conditions, nor the spirit 
of current conventions, 
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How Go About the Development? 

1. Look at yourself in the mirror of perfection in 
Jesus Christ. You are daily accustomed to looking into 
a glass mirror to see if your hair is combed. If not 
combed, you comb it. Only people who comb their hair 
straight back over their heads have no need for a 
mirror. But we should want to have need for a mirror 
to keep our personalities combed back. Otherwise, we 
wouldn’t be any different from others than is one pea 
in a can from another. As Christians we should want to 
have our personalities developed along lines of good 
morals and good manners. To accomplish so high an 
objective we must keep looking into the fact of our 
Ideal Master, and to live in keeping with His high moral 
standards. 

2. Secondly, in order to develop a proper personal- 
ity we must look about us and spot the good graces in 
other people we meet from day to day. When you see 
some attractive character trait in another, don’t just 
admire it, but strive to fashion it into your own life. 
“Why is so-and-so popular?” we ask as we see him 
taking most of the honors at school. He breezes along 
without any show of effort, we think, and naturally be- 
comes the center of interest. There’s a reason. Find 
out that reason. Don’t sit back and moan your fate; 
rather observe what makes him or her so popular, and if 
the reason is one you approve, then set about to pattern 
it to your own life. But with it all dare to think for 
yourself and act independently of others, when others 
are wrong. You know there is a type of popularity that 
isn’t worthy of a noble person’s attraction. One who 
passes out favors in order to sit on the heap of popular- 
ity isn’t the possessor of a brand of personality that a 
thinking youth would care to ape. Pride and conceit, for 
instance, are weak traits of personality. Guard against 
such. Pick out only the best in others, let the bad pass 
by you. 

3. We develop personality by practicing it. Man- 
ners make men. Kind thoughts must issue in kind 
deeds. Smiles provoke smiles. Laughter begets laugh- 
ter. Do good unto others and others will do good unto 
you. Be natural! Don’t force your personality. Let it 
grow quietly, but quickly. Letting good manners wait 
for another day may result in the loss of good manners 
for life. It is easy in youth to overcome disagreeable 
personal traits. When you are older you will find it 
very hard. 

Let us set down a few mannerisms to guide us in 
the development of our personalities. 

Number one is, ‘‘Look the other man straight in the 
eye.” Just as the hunter with a clear eye and steady 
hand can shoot straight, so a boy or a girl who learns 
to look into others’ eyes with a clear sight and a steady 
body can be trusted to think and act straight, When 
you look into the face of a person and his eyes show 
restlessness and his glance shifts from your eye to a 
point somewhere over your right shouldér, and while his 
voice addresses you, his eye and the mind are roving 
far afield, put that person down as one who cannot be 
trusted. If there’s anything I hate more than to ap- 
proach a man in a crowded room to address him, and 
while he extends his hand to me and perhaps utters a 
word of half-hearted greeting, but whose eyes are look- 
ing about to see someone else he’d rather speak towel 
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don’t know what it is. If you want to be trusted by 
your fellows, learn to look them straight in the eye; give 
them your undivided attention. “That is a secret not 
only of courtesy but of power.” 

Number two is, “Put your hand in another’s with 
gentle firmness.” I don’t mean that you are to give 
them a bear grip and cause them to buckle up at the 
knees, but in a manner that denotes the fact that you 
are glad to shake their hand. Some people do just the 
opposite in shaking hands. They lay their hand in yours 
so flabby-like that you imagine you are holding on to 
a cake of mush. When you shake hands always look 
your friend in the eye. Practice that right now with 
your fellow Leaguers; have a public practice in the im- 
portant art of shaking hands. Hold out your hand in 
a hearty, hospitable fashion, take the other’s palm in a 
firm grasp and look the other kindly in the eye. This 
matter may seem unimportant to you now, but the day 
may come when getting a job is decided by the kind of 
handshake you give the man who has the power to give 
you the job. 

Number three is, “Accept suggestions, kindly given.” 
If you have a bad habit of twiddling your fingers, or 
twisting your hair, or using your hand instead of a nap- 
kin to wipe your face, or have some odd form of speech 
or pet word that you ride to death, don’t be touchy about, 
having parents, brothers, sisters or friends tell you about 
it. Guard against a sensitive disposition when “re- 
minded,” otherwise you will become a bundle of dis- 
agreeable traits. Have a sense of humor about the matter 
and strive hard to break yourself of the annoying habit: 

Number four is, “Keep your mouth shut.” That’s 
probably putting it pretty hard, but here is what is 
meant: Never talk too loud in public. Don’t try to im- 
press everybody within a mile radius with your pres- 
ence. “Some whole families have their voices pitched at 
an unfortunately high key. You hear them discussing 
trifling domestic affairs while passing the house across 
the street. Being so “high in wind” marks neither a lady 
nor a gentleman.” Another don’t is this: Don’t laugh 
at your own jokes until the other fellow laughs. Maybe 
it isn’t worth laughing at, so don’t force the other to 
laugh at you for laughing at nothing. 

Number five is, “Don’t have a blow out in public.” 
The other day in a hotel dining room in a small Penn- 
sylvania town a number of us were peacefully and 
quietly seated at our evening meal. Suddenly in breezes 
a traveling salesman. He was shown a seat in the op- 
posite corner of the room from us. He wasn’t there ten 
seconds before he pulled out his handkerchief and blew 
his nose so hard I could almost hear the echo across 
the river. I said to my friend, “Sure unmannerly, must 
want to be noticed.” People who blow their noses in 
public places show sad want of early training and good 
manners. , 
Can you think of other character traits and manner- 
isms that you need to guard against? 


~~ 
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SELECTING MY FRIENDS 
I Corinthians 5:11-13 


To Leaders: Today’s topic is built ar 
eye = : is_ te around th ri Bb. 
lécting,” “My,” and “Friends.” First study the Dai Bile 


Readings and comments in the ; i 
Specs ae t Quarterly Helps. Then consider the 
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“Selecting” 

In the matter of friendship the most important thing 
is the right kind of selection we give to making friends. 
The great masterpieces in art, music and literature were 
carefully selected to the smallest detail. There is a 
massive mosaic in the Curtis Building in Philadelphia, 
which required millions of tiny colored stones and many 
years to fashion. Each stone in the mosaic was carefully 
selected as to color and design before placed in the midst 
of the others, until it seemed to have lost its identity. 
But take one of those smallest of stones out and the 


artists who made the mosaic would quickly detect its 
absence. 


It is so with friendship. Like a mosaic, friendship is 
alive and depends upon the presence of each tiny thought 
that goes to make it up, to determine whether it grows 
or dies. Friendship does not just happen. We must study 
to make friends and to keep them. 


Hard Work Needed To Make Friends 

People who live to themselves alone do so for many 
reasons. Great sorrow may have befallen them, or some 
crime they committed may have sent them into a hermit’s 
life. Whatever be the reason we do believe that with 
the majority of people who live alone the real reason is 
one of sheer laziness. They refuse to pay the price of 
making and keeping friends. There’s hard work ahead 
of us to properly set the tiny objects that go to make 
up real friendship into a beautiful mosaic. A little boy 
gave this definition of a friend: “A friend is a fellow 
who knows all about you and yet likes you.” According 
to this boy’s definition the hard work before us in select- 
ing friends is not in finding perfection in people, for that 
is impossible, as none, not even ourselves, are perfect; 
but rather does the hard work come in fitting two per- 
sionalities together in perfect understanding and ap- 
preciation of each other. “The boy or girl who is not 
willing to work for friendship, to shovel coal on life’s 
wintry days in order to keep the flowers abloom, will 
have no friends.’ 


Friendship Is a NeceSsity 

While you are young make up your mind to this: 
You cannot live a full, happy life without friends. They 
are absolutely necessary—as essential as an arm or a 
leg. Why is it, you ask, that some people are more 
popular than I am? If it is so, it must be for reasons 
within yourself. Friendship cannot be bought with a 
bar of candy or automobiles; it is won by character. 
“A boy with a clean heart and tongue, a sense of fun, 
a sort of unselfish daring—such a boy will have friends. 
And a boy or girl should not want anyone for a friend 
who cannot be won by sheer character. Real friendship 
cannot long exist on mere sham. 


“My” 

Admitting that you are prepared to carefully and 
correctly choose your friends, should you consider the 
desires of others in the matter? For instance, do your 
parents figure in your choice of friends? I think they 
should. While they do not have to live with your friends, 
you must; and because you must live with them they are 
anxious that you choose wisely and well. Your parents 
are concerned about your future as well as your present 
happiness. We like to sing, “Vour friends are my 
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friends, and my friends are your friends.” That being 
true, then must we not select our friends with an eye 
to their being friends of our parents? 


I may call this or that person “my” friend, but if 
my parents see flaws in my friend’s character that are 
hidden from my inexperienced judgment, should I con- 
tinue the friendship against their will? But you say, “I 
must live with my friends, not my parents.” That is 
true to a certain degree, but not altogether true. You 
must also live with your parents. And whose friendship 
is to be more sought after—parents or others? 


Jesus prayed, “Not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 
Here, as always, Jesus submitted to His Father's will, 
rather than having His own way. Isn’t it the safer 
thing always to be influenced by the judgment of those 
more wise than we? The price we pay for choosing 
wrong friends is too dear to take undue chances. What 
is a finer token of your common sense and judgment 
than to have the approval of your parents on those you 
bring into your home as “friends?” 


In buying merchandise we prefer selecting that 
which bears the label of an approved manufacturer. And 
we don’t dislike telling others that this or that bears 
a recognized name. People, like merchandise, bear 
labels. Those labels are not on their coat sleeves in the 
form of sham, show and shallowness; but upon their 
hearts in the form of love, loyalty and life. Seek under- 
neath the surface, deep into the heart, if you will find 
real, true, life-long friends. 


“Friends” 

Few blessings of life can compare with the enjoy- 
ment of having an understanding and virtuous friend; 
it eases and unloads the mind, clears and improves the 
understanding, generates thoughts and knowledge, pro- 
duces virtue and good resolution, and finds employment 
for the most vacant hours of life. 


Some youth become blue because they are not able 
to make as many friends as others do. Should that be 
a matter for worry? Does it matter so much “how 
many” friends you have, as “how true” are the few you 
have? Jesus is spoken of as the “Friend of man.” But 
were many people in Christ’s day friendly toward Him? 
Our chief concern in life should be that of “friendliness” 
toward everybody, but not to have everybody for a 
friend. If you can count as many real friends as you 
have fingers on your one hand, you should be happy. 


Rules in Choosing Friends 
There are many such rules, of course, but for a 
starter we will briefly set down three of them. Later you 
mention and discuss others. 


1. “Take people as you find them.” Don’t expect 
to find your own likeness in another. You might as 
well start out to find the Holy Grail. No, otherwise you 
and I would surely be passed up by another seeking one 
like himself. Oftimes two people having opposite per- 
sonalities have became the staunchest of friends. Friends 
take the good in each other and dwell upon it, and try 
to starve out by neglect what is bad. That’s true friend- 
ship. 

2, “Early acquire the power of forgetting self.” 
Friendship is a “give and take” proposition. When it 
becomes a relationship where either party expects to be 
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the center of affairs, right then it breaks down. Hurt 
feelings come about when a person tries to run friend- 
ship. Whenever that big “I” appears in the running of 
True friendship 


a friendship it results in ru-I-ning it. 
es his per- 


results when each party to the contract merg 
sonality with that of the other. 

3. “Go more than half-way. The 
fifty-fifty basis, which so many think is all that’s re- 
The portion you 


Give your all.” 


quired in friendship, is not enough. 1 
give and receive must be 100%—"good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over.” Going hali- 
way is not enough, for friendship begins where personal 
interests overlap, not just at the meeting point. The 
great “Friend” went the whole way. “Ee gave His life 
a ransom for many.” 

“Fit yourself, O pioneer in friendship, to be a ready 
writer and generous talker. Set your affection high on 
a fine, disinterested level; and then forget yoursell. 
Stride through this strange eventful history, appreciating 
the best in every one and setting out to find the best. 
Never think whether you are slighted or not. Give lav- 
ishly of yourself, hoping for nothing again. Thus you 
will forge the hoops of steel that grapple to you those 
joys of life—your friends.” 


January 22, 1939 
CHOOSING MY BOOK COMPANIONS 
I Timothy 4:12-16 


Books, like friends, must be selected. And like 
friends, the books we read companion with us through 
life. This doesn’t mean that we must carry books around 
with us to have them for our companions, but the things 
we learn from reading them become a part of our lives 
and in that way travel with us wherever we go. 

A noted blind man in company with his daughter 
visited the Grand Canyon some years ago, A guide was 
engaged to take them through the Canyon. As the party 
proceeded on their way the blind man kept asking the 
guide questions about the Canyon that no seeing man 
had ever asked before. The guide wondered how this 
man who was blind, learned so much about something 
he had never seen. So, finally, he asked him, “How is 
it that you, in your blindness, know so much about the 
wonders of this Canyon?’ The man replied, “My 
daughter read a number of books on the Grand Canyon 
to me before we left home.’ This leads me to make the 
suggestion that before taking a trip anywhere it will 
pay you a thousand times over to read all you can about 
the places to be visited. It will mean so much more 
to you, if you do that. 

Suppose we develop our subject by asking ouselves 
why, what and when we should read. 


Why Read? 

Why read? Answer: For the sake of developing a 
mind worth having. Our minds, besides helping us get 
along through life, must be lived with. We can’t run 
away from ourselves, so the fuller are our minds with 
good things and good thoughts, the happier we will be. 

Some people store up riches. One such person said, 
“It was great fun getting it... . but I gave up too 
much for it. I starved my mind. Now I am lonely, 
restless, dissatisfied.” Our real riches are those stored 
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away in the mind and soul. Emerson understood this 
when he said: “Give me a book, health, and a June day, 
and I will make the pomp of kings ridiculous.” 

Vhen we read books we live with the characters, 
have all the fun they have, and from them learn many 
wonderful and helpful truths. “Look at that boy yonder. 
He is reading ‘The Last of the Mohicans.’ Where is he?. 
Somebody says he is lying on the floor with a book be- 
fore him. Oh, no! He is living with the Mohicans. He 
is living with the pioneers! He finds his way through 
the thick forests with them. He seeks safety in the rude 
He acts with every char- 


fort. He fights the redskins. 
acter. He is living with them! Look at his flushed 
cheeks. His very blood tingles! He is nervously ex- 


cited. Why, someone says, he is only there on the floor 
with his book. Oh, no! That’s where his body is. He 
is with. all the characters in Cooper's story.” 

One’s reading moulds one‘s character. We became 
like the ideals we drink in out of magazines and books. 
We do this without thinking. We read for amusement 
but find that our pastime has a mighty effect on our 
character, 

All of us get the “blues.” Nothing is better to pull 
us out again than reading. The time will soon come 
when you will be holding down a job. When that time 
comes you will enjoy work much better and rise faster if 
you have gained all the knowledge possible about your 
job through reading. And, finally, we need to read for 
inspiration. 

Read What? 

What shall we read? There is so much to read! 
And so little time in which to read! For these two 
reasons we must choose our books in order to get the 
most good out of our reading. Some parts of the Bible 
are difficult of understanding, but there’s so much in it 
that is clear that we can spend a lifetime reading it. 

Along with the Bible we should read a good book 
or two on the life of Christ; also some good devotional 
book and books on prayer; not to forget religious maga- 
zines, which, of course, includes the Luther League 
Review. 

Biography, the story of great men and women, is 
among the richest of all general reading. From such 
books one learns many helpful things, including: inspira- 
tion, truth, entertainment and wise council, which, if 
put together, help greatly to mold our characters and 
thinking. 

We should read those books which will help us 
most in our work. In school you are given certain books 
to be read in connection with your studies. Later on in 
school you will join a club, say an English Club, and a 
part of the program of that club will be the reading of 
books. This will be in addition to your regular class- 
room work, and the objective of that club will be to 
further your interest and knowledge in the thing you 
like the best. It is a requirement in many High Schools 
that a student belong to one or another such club or 
organization. Some of these clubs do not require book 
reading, but I would suggest that you select one that 
does require a certain amount of reading. 

The Intermediate Department promotes a Reading 
Course each year. The best books are chosen for this 
course. A League of twenty-five members invests only 
five cents a member per book in buying a year’s set of 
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four books, provided each member reads the four books. 
That represents the least costly entertainment one can 
get anywhere. We invite you to become interested in 
the Intermediate Reading Course, together with the 
annual Essay Contest. Write us for the information. 
Then there is the matter of fiction. Doubtless there 
is more worthless material called fiction coming from the 
press than of any other kind. Each year the Intermediate 
Reading Course contains one book on fiction fit for 
Intermediates to read. The cheap, trashy fiction bought 
on newsstands should be shunned. Libraries contain 
numberless books of fiction that will prove entertain- 
ing and helpful. Always consult your teacher, your 
pastor or parents as to the type of fiction to read. 


When Read? 

When shall we read? After settling the why and 
what of reading, the next question concerns one’s read- 
ing hours. Whether we have much or little time to 
read one thing is sure—we must set apart certain hours 
of the day and week for reading and guard that time 
religiously otherwise trivial interruptions 
steal from us those sacred hours. 

Many people argue that they do not have the time 
to read. That isn’t true in as many cases as people 
would have us believe. When we realize the vital im- 
portance of books to a full life we will lay hold of time 
and compel it to do service for us. 

Listen to this interesting story: “About forty years 
ago Charlotte Hawkins, a Negro girl, was walking back 
and forth in one of the parks of Cambridge, Mass., push- 
ing a baby carriage. In one hand she had a book to 
which she was giving careful attention. A white woman, 
named Alice Freeman Palmer, was seated on a bench 
close by the girl. She became interested in what the 
Negro girl was doing, noticing especially that she seemed 
to be memorizing something When the opportunity 
came, Mrs. Palmer looked over the girl's shoulder and 
found to her amazement that she was studying Greek. 
A conversation followed. A life-friendship began. The 
years passed, and Charlotte Hawkins Brown, the Negro 
girl, received an education with the help of Mrs. Palmer 
and became the founder of the Alice Freeman Palmer 
Memorial Institute, situated near Greensboro, N. C.” 

You see, one can read, if one wants to enough! 

We are great wasters of time. We actually throw 
away many golden hours every week. One, of course, 
must have a bent for reading, but even so, most of us 
can cultivate the taste and find the time for more read- 
ing than we are accustomed to do. Often the hours 
spent in a movie could be better given to some book of 
real worth. Have you ever stayed home from a movie 
to read a book? Try it sometime and see if it isn't 
more beneficial. 

We wouldn't have you to think that all your spare 
time should be devoted to reading, That would likely 
develop a lop-sided nature. One needs to take time out 
for the making of friendships, play, pursuing a hobby 
and the like. One of the meanest things you can do is to 
stick your nose in a book upon entering the home of a 
friend. Common sense should tell one to be sociable 
under all conditions. 

Of course, in all your reading don’t make the mis- 
take of accepting everything you read as “gospel truth.” 
Here is where one must make use of his “thinking cap.” 


many will 
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GETTING IN ON MY MISSIONARY 
OBLIGATION 


Proverbs 3:27 


For the Bible Tells Me So 

How we loved to sing that hymn when children! 
And how we rejoiced to have a penny or a nickel to 
give to some worthy cause of the Church when “the 
Bible told us so.” Then we took the Bible more at its 
word than we do in the teen-age. In fact, the older 
we become the less willing, it seems, we are to accept 
the Bible at its face value. Maybe the reason is because 
we have so many other things to “lay up” for ourselves 
that we haven’t much left to give to the Lord’s work. 
A new automobile’ must be bought. “A movie a week,” 
or maybe, two, must be seen. Oh, there are so many of 
our own musts that just must be met before the musts 
of God and His Church can be thought about. And 
even many musts in our local congregations must be 
met before we give thought to the musts of the Inter- 
mediate Department and those of the Luther League. 


M-us-ts 

Let us look deeper into this word musts. Note how 

divided above. Thus it reads, “Make us truthful 
servants.” Shall we pause for a few moments in prayer 
to ask God to make us truthful servants? Then again 
let us look at the word above in still another way. Note 
the word us stands in the middle. Let the letter “M” 
stand for Missionary; the letter ‘““T”’ for To and the let- 


it is 


ter “S” for Service—and we have, “Missionary Us To 
Serve.” Before we can become mission-minded we must 
first become mission-serviced. And where do we get 


that servicing? Why, from the Bible. The Bible is a 
missionary Book. It belongs to everybody—as much to 
the African as to you or me. The Bible is full of God’s 
for us to become missionaries to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten 
Son, was a missionary, or He wasn’t anything. But no 


orders 


matter how much the Bible, or the minister, says about 
missions, unless “Us,’ who stand in the middle of the 
doing of missionary work, hear and heed, the work will 
not be done. 

Us 

Us equals you and me—and every single League in 
the Intermediate Department. And the work that is ours 
right now to be doing is in raising our part of the 
$10,000 Konnarock Medical Center Missionary Objective 
that our Luther League of America has assumed for its 
1937-1939 “special” missionary work Surely, each and 
every League wants to get in on this Missionary Objec- 
tive If not, why not? 

Plenty has been said in this column in times past 
about the Konnarock Medical Center. A pamphlet was 
prepared on it. Movie pictures entitled, “Below White 
Top,” have been advertised for free use by any Leagues 
requesting them. And all this has produced great re- 
sults. Already $7,660, as of date of November 9th, has 
been paid into the treasury, not pledged in, but paid in 
in the cash of the realm. And there are eight months yet 
to go before the Long Beach Convention in California 
when the full amount must be in. And, of course, it 
will all be in. We are going over the top in this mis- 
sionary objective, just as we have in all other former 
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objectives. But, in doing so every Intermediate Luther 
League, large or small, rich or poor, fat or lean, wants 
to have its “finger in the pie.” 


What “Us” Have Done So Far 

We have a record as a Department to maintain in 
this matter of giving to the missionary objectives of the 
Luther League of America. As a sort of “pep talk” be- 
fore going into the present “game of giving,’ suppose 
we tell ourselves anew what we did in other missionary 
“games of giving.’ There were five such “others.” In 
each we scored a magnificent victory. Why, boy and 
girl, we kicked more field goals, made more touchdowns, 
kicked more points after goal, and so thoroughly ran our 
opponents ragged that when the final and complete score 
for each contest was counted up we just couldn’t be 
seen for the dust we raised. So, in order to freshen 
up your memory on all previous scores, here they are: 


1925-27—-India vs. The Devil ........ $500.00 to 0 
1927-29—-South America vs. His Imps $549.00 to 0 
1929-31—Puerto Rico vs. Both ...... $920.00 to 0 
1931235—Japan vss satan sa. scree. $814.00 to 0 
1935-37—-China vs. Beelzebub ........ $738.00 to 0 
*1937-39—Komnnarock vs. Demons ..... $556.31 to 0 


*Final results not tabulated 


Players on the Missionary Team 

Every football team is made up of eleven players. 
But our Intermediate Missionary Team has hundreds 
of League players and thousands of Leaguer players. I 
wish it were possible here to give credit to all con- 
tributing Leagues for their touchdowns, drop kicks, 
gained yardage, etc., but your State Treasurers have 
been sending in your accomplishments by states. There- 
fore, we can only list your state records—and here they 
are: 


Mloridas wre steels Genco aE $28.38 
Californ iatyaers acters cites verae ale oaine eid oee 10.00 
Monnechicuty casts ene aoe ere 6.00 
CEQmOINEI EOE, nonsoqonoonondonounteace 27a 
RONEN SiS cunt cians OR RCNA Cree atten ere certo verte 1.00 
KAMSAStp pe cletae terre er eee seine cians 10.00 
iar yam dismarsysueccistenctereriesevereiena e ates orem rotons 43.00 
IMichisarig macrocnacrareciete ieee Oa one 5.90 
MiirimeS Oba.” Bisa sre cmos cine oro hatin o oan ave 5.00 
New Jersey tien croctatrrn tie nie ici ee te ae 28.37 
IN waa Mires eatin empaths cee ante eee eee 58.25 
IN onthe: Carolinaany ete acicietnel american mae aerene 80.36 
LO) iglesia citer ein ir amererin OOo mae noite 12.50 
iPacihcm Northwestmeser acne tose een 16.25 
Pennsylvamiay wiaccupate ese ne wae oem ee 154.07 
INCyllai WKN so naooonnobndnnoaubenumte 2.00 
Souths Carolina irate nee toca one 40.04 
DSK A GUNN oun otercn te rorrienoe meee oh eRe ee 7.00 
Winona Mice ieee: eee ee an ae 3.48 
WieSts Virginia’ cc caewnt noerie Seed eon en oe 16.00 
Isewlhye Sprstaasted) soonoossaouesodudncecs 14.00 

TOA Les ouattorerel eae eis s erenciaas alecarerensieee $556.31 


Is your State name written there? Not all are. But 
even though your State name is written there, is your 
League name included in the State total? If not, then 
you are sitting on the bench. Consider me your coach. 
Now I’m about to pull out of the “game of giving” cer- 
tain players who have borne the brunt of play, and send 
you in to substitute for them. I, therefore, your coach, 
give you a hard slap on the back and send you into the 
fray. Will you go and play the game like a man? Or 
must victory be won without you? 

Oh, but I hear some of you complain that you're 
not in shape to play, that you have a “charlie-horse” or 
something. Well, a lot of Christians I know do have 
spiritual “charlie-horses’ when it comes to giving to 
missions. And that isn’t all there is the matter with 
them. They have paralysis of the soul, the heart, the 
mind and the hand. Why, they wouldn’t give to missions 
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if the Lord told them in person to do so. Have you, as 
a League, a spiritual ‘‘charlie-horse?” If so, better let 
the trainer give you a good, stiff, spiritual rub-down 
with the ointment of God's holy word. No, League and 
Leaguers, you are in shape to give your bit to this 
Konnarock Objective. Oh, but you say, ‘“We’re just a 
small League.” Is that so? Well, some of the best foot- 
ball players I’ve seen play were small fellows. I re- 
member well “Shorty” Miller of Penn State, who became 
All-American Quarterback. He was small, and I be- 
lieve, had bowed legs, but could he run, dodge, squirm, 
wiggle, and what have you, down that gridiron? You 
can, too—if you want to. There isn’t an Intermediate 
League that can’t give something to Konnarock. Give 
a dollar, or if you haven’t got a dollar, give a half-dollar. 
Just give something, even though it is only a prayer to 
God; but before you do only that be sure you haven’t 
a red cent to send to your State Treasurer as your 
“yardage” in this great “game of giving.” 

And, if you have already given something, there’s 
nothing to prevent you from giving again. Maybe it was 
two years ago, or the early part of last year, that you 
gave. Don’t you think you want to give again? You 


know the Lord Jesus loves more than anybody else the 
fellow that goes with Him “the second mile.” Who will 
be a Second-miler League? 


PHILADELPHIA’S 


Messiah Lutheran 


“The Friendly Church” 
Invites You to Her Services 
16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 North) 


Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 
11:00 A. M.—(WDAS) 


Dr. Ross Stover 


Pastor 7:30 P. M.—i(Doors open 6:30) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
Thursdays: 7:30 P. M.—(WDAS) 
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Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


Send For Literature and Particulars 


AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 


proved by The Association of American Universities. 


strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 


Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Levering Tyson, Litt.D, LL.D. 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 


Baltimore, Md. 


President 
Registrar 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and controlled by the Synods of South Carolina, 
Georgia-Alabama and Florida 

_ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 

majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state, 


Very reasonable expenses - 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


A Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 


thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE f 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write either 


Ella Engel 
Bees 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 Years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, 


Spiritual Values Ef@®phasized 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
Dean 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 

Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 

Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 
including Nationally-known 
Music 


Nineteen Departments, 
School of 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 
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Have You Enrolled As a 
Contributing Member 
of the 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
HAVE YOU ENROLLED FOR THE YEAR 1938? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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Penna. 


SOLID COPPER 


HAMMERED BY HAND 


00K MARK 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of at- 
taching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting 
the book-mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand 
on edges and is made from solid copper, burnished and 
lacquered. 


“] Each book-mark is mounted in fc. 
a specially designed Gift folder 


35 cents each or 3 for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


Design No. 200 


Design No. 300 


ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DELAY 
Remittance must accompany order 


Nlustrations Slightly Larger Than Cetual Cize 


Designs numbered 200-300-400 are hand-painted in 
full colors in stamped design on each book-mark 


An 
Inexpensive 
Gift 


Lpgrn 


Design No. 400 F a 
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Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET | 


HARRISBURG, PENNA. _ 


